RVSCLC 
ENGLISH 20-2 COURSE OUTLINE 
Instructor: Loren Spector 
E-Mail: lospector@rvschools.ab.ca 
There are two basic aims of senior high school English language arts. One aim is to encourage, in students, an understanding and appreciation of the significance and artistry of literature. A second aim is to enable each student to understand and appreciate language and to use it confidently and competently for a variety of purposes, with a variety of audiences and in a variety of situations for communication, personal satisfaction and learning. 
(Alberta Learning, 2003- excerpted from the Program of Studies) 
There are five modules for this course. Each module will have essential questions to guide your learning, texts to read and notes. Each module will include both formative and summative assessment. 
Module One: Short Stories (thesis writing, personal response to text, character analysis etc.) 
Module Two: Modern Play:  The Lottery (personal response, research, contemporary issues) 
Module Three: On-site module (This module is split into two parts, a written and a reading comprehension portion). You will have to book two English blocks to complete both parts. 
Module Four: Novel Study (Choose between reading April Raintree or Hole in My Life.) Critical essay writing, non-fiction, reflective writing 
Module Five: Film study (The Help or Invictus) (critical writing) 
Course Mark Breakdown: 
40% Major Assignments 
30% Minor Assignments 
30% Final Exam 

Expectations 
Students are expected to complete all assignments. 
Please seek support when experiencing difficulties. I encourage you to come on-site to discuss questions about the text with me. If you can’t come on-site then you are welcome to e-mail your questions or call me. 
REWRITES POLICY 
Students are eligible for rewrites on a case-by-case basis. Sometimes you will be asked to rewrite an assignment by your teacher. If you want to rewrite please get permission from your teacher. 
RVSCLC: ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Important Information: As you are reading the course texts you may have questions about characterization, theme, plot, symbol and context. While you are welcome to peruse the regular websites for information (Sparknotes, Schmoop etc.) it is quite common for students to inadvertently end up plagiarizing information from these sites. 
Plagiarism and cheating are serious issues of academic dishonesty and will be dealt with in a serious manner. If you have been found to have plagiarized on an English assignment or cheated on a test, the following consequences may occur: 
• the administration will be informed and it will appear in your student record at this school 
• you may be given another chance to complete a similar assignment. You must come to your home campus and complete the assignment under supervision if given permission to rewrite. 
• records of plagiarism will be kept by the administration. 
AVOIDING PLAGIARISM 
*From the Purdue University Online Writing Lab 
Academic writing is filled with rules that writers often don’t know how to follow. A working knowledge of these rules, however, is critically important; inadvertent mistakes can lead to charges of plagiarism, or the unacknowledged use of somebody else’s words or ideas. While other cultures may not insist so heavily on documenting sources, Canadian institutions do. A charge of plagiarism can have severe consequences, including expulsion. This handout is designed to help writers develop strategies for knowing how to avoid accidental plagiarism. 
Since teachers may not distinguish between deliberate and accidental plagiarism, the heart of avoiding plagiarism is to make sure you give credit where it is due. This may be credit for something somebody said, wrote, emailed, drew, or implied. 
CHOOSING WHEN TO GIVE CREDIT 
Need to Document : - When you are using or referring to somebody else’s words or ideas from a magazine, book, newspaper, song, TV program, movie, Web page, computer program, letter, advertisement, or any other medium. 
- When you use information gained through interviewing another person. 
- When you copy the exact words or a "unique phrase" from somewhere. 
- When you reprint a diagrams, illustrations, charts, and pictures 
- When you use ideas that others have given you in conversations or over email 
No Need to Document 
- When you are writing your own experiences, your own observations, your own insights, your own thoughts, your own conclusions about a subject 
- When you are using "common knowledge" — folklore, common sense observations, shared information within your field of study or cultural group 
- When you are compiling generally accepted facts 
- When you are writing up your own experimental results 
MAKING SURE YOU ARE SAFE 
When researching, note-taking, and interviewing. 
-Mark everything that is someone else’s words with a big Q (for quote) or with big quotation marks 
-Indicate in your notes which ideas are taken from sources (S) and which are your own insights (ME) 
-Record all of the relevant documentation information in your notes 
-Proofread and check with your notes (or photocopies of sources) to make sure that 
anything taken from your notes is acknowledged in some combination of the ways listed below: 
In-text citation 
Footnotes 
Bibliography 
Quotation marks 
Indirect quotations 
When paraphrasing and summarizing 
-First, write your paraphrase and summary without looking at the original text, so you rely only on your memory. 
-Next, check your version with the original for content, accuracy, and mistakenly borrowed phrases. 
-Begin your summary with a statement giving credit to the source: According to Jonathan Kozol, ... Put any unique words or phrases that you cannot change, or do not 
want to change, in quotation marks: ..."savage inequalities" exist throughout our educational system (Kozol). 
When quoting directly: 
-Keep the person’s name near the quote in your notes, and in your paper 
-Select those direct quotes that make the most impact in your paper -- too many 
direct quotes may lessen your credibility and interfere with your style 
-Mention the person’s name either at the beginning of the quote, in the middle, or at the end 
-Put quotation marks around the text that you are quoting 
-Indicate added phrases in square brackets - [ ] - and omitted text with ellipses ( . . .) 
When quoting indirectly....... 
-Keep the person’s name near the text in your notes, and in your paper. 
-Rewrite the key ideas using different words and sentence structures than 
the original text. 
-Mention the person’s name either at the beginning of the information, or in the middle, or at the end. 
-Double check to make sure that your words and sentence structures are different than the original text. 
