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Unit 6 Name:

Date:

Suffixes Have Meaning
1.	 Complete the chart for five of the words below. Record the root of each word and what it 

means in the first column. Then, in the second column, record the word you created and what 
it means.

Suffixes

-less -ness -ly

Root Words

thought time unique part

willing use great natural

match new third help

Root Word Word with Suffix

Example: Help – to aid Helpless – without help or aid
Thought – an idea
Time – part of the day
Unique – special, different, one of a kind
Part – section of
Willing – agreeable to do something
Use – purpose
Great – large; wonderful
Natural – formed by nature
Match – equals or resembles another
New – of recent origin
Third – after the second

Thoughtless – without thought or ideas
Timely – well-timed
Timeless – without age
Uniquely – being unique
Partly – to some degree
Willingly – done in a willing manner
Willingness – agreeableness
Useless – without use or purpose
Greatly – to a great degree
Greatness – achieved importance
Naturally – in a natural or normal manner
Matchless – without equal
Newly – recently
Newness – being new
Thirdly – in third place
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2.	 Record your ideas about what –less, –ness, and –ly mean when added to a root word. 

-less: without
-ly: like
-ness: quality or state


