VISUAL REFLECTION FORMAT

Introduction

a. Refer to photograph or image – give a basic summary of what the image show or what it depicts
b. Images can be responded to critically and personally – give a sentence that indicates this, as this is what you will be writing about in your body paragraphs.

c. State the general impression the visual portrays – this can be the atmosphere, the mood, or some other descriptive word for how it makes you feel.

d. State the general IDEA you get from the picture in an idea statement.  What does it shows about humanity or the situation involved?
Body paragraphs 

#1 – Personal Response Paragraph - IMPRESSIONS
a. Topic sentence – Give a statement of your overall impression of the visual.  E.g. how it makes you feel or the general mood of it.
b. Discuss your personal response to the image.  Here are some questions to possibly respond to in this part:  how does it make you feel?  What atmosphere does it have?  Is there anything that sparks a memory of something else?  Tell of things that particularly interest you.  What does it make you think of?  What do you think is going on in the picture?  What do you think has happened before or will happen after?  Always qualify your responses by including how some of the different details, choices, and techniques the author uses create/develop your personal response or explaining what makes you respond that way.
c. Explain how your personal impression contributes to your understanding of the central idea suggested by the photograph
d. Clincher – sum up your personal response to the paragraph.  You may wish to say how your personal impression led you to the central idea topic of the photograph; this is a good transition to the next paragraph. 
#2 – Critical/Analytical Paragraph -IDEA
a. Topic sentence –  Write an idea statement for the visual based on the idea topic you identified in the intro.  Notes:  The idea is suggested by the details, arrangement and techniques used.  
b. Explain how different DETAILS work to give the idea. You can refer to the following: objects, expressions on faces, placement of people, etc..  For each detail mentioned, be sure to explain how it contributes to or creates the idea.
c. Explain HOW the TECHNIQUES the creator uses develop the idea – this includes such things as perspective, atmosphere, camera distance/angle, etc..  For each, be sure to give details about it and then explain how it contributes to or creates the idea.
e. Clincher – sum up the idea shown.  You may wish to use a sentence such as:  All of these details and techniques contribute to/develop/show/convey/give/suggest the idea of ______________.
Conclusion

a. Minimum 3 sentences

b. Sum up your points regarding the ideas and impressions created through the text creator’s techniques and use of them, etc..  Give an overview summary of what you’ve said in the body.
c. Give a final statement about the idea suggested by the image (a profound statement!) – e.g. what should people think about based on this photo/image?  How should people react to a situation similar based on the photograph/image?
