CRITICAL RESPONSE ESSAY
· A critical response essay is not really ‘critical’ in nature.  What a critical response entails is more of one scholar evaluating the work of another scholar.
· The evaluation can be positive or negative or both.
· Value judgements about the text may be discussed.
Steps to Writing a critical response essay:
1.  Read through the text until you understand the text.
2. Jot down ideas as you go through the text.  What do YOU think about the text as you read through it?
3. Ask yourself these questions:  
· Do you believe what the text is saying?
· Do you think that the topic of the text is significant?
· Is the text convincing?
· Is the text clear so that you can understand it?
· Does the text make you feel smart or not?
· What relationship do you feel that you have with the text and the author of the text?  Does he/she provoke emotion through the writing?
· Do you want to learn more about the subject or do you want to continue reading the text?
4.  Write your thesis statement.  The thesis may be an argument for or against a position, both, or a state of confusion.  For example:  “ It is not clear whether or not the author of this piece wanted us to believe in life after death.”
5. In three or more paragraphs, explain your reasons for believing your thesis.
6. Feel free to compare and contrast the beliefs of the author with that of your own.
7. What can you say about the text that proves your thesis?
8. Write the rough draft of your essay including a conclusion.
9. Thoroughly edit your rough draft and write another draft if necessary.
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Write a good copy.



