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Learning Activity 4

LEARNING ACTIVITY 4: HOW CHILDREN PLAY WITH MATERIALS
Directions
1.
 Determine which of the following items you have access to. Choose eight of the items you have access to and write them in the first column of the table below.

· box(es) 

· carpet square(s) 

· crêpe paper streamer(s) 

· milk carton(s) 

· ball(s) of yarn 

· sock(s)

· pantyhose(s)

· wooden spoon(s)

· nesting cups

· cardboard tube(s) from paper towel, wrapping paper, and so on  

· old sheet(s) or drop cloth(s)

· paper plate(s)

· plastic cup(s)

· plastic lid(s)

· potholder(s) or oven mitt(s)

· shower curtain(s)

· tin can(s)

· sponge(s)

· fabric scraps 

· item of choice

2.
 Choose three age groups from the following list:

· young baby (0 to 12 months)

· older baby (13 to 18 months)

· toddler (1.5 to 3 years)

· young preschooler (3 to 4.5 years)

· older preschooler (4.5 to 6 years)

On the table below, write each of the three age groups as column headings. 

3.
 Review the developmental milestones for each of the three age groups you chose. Imagine yourself as a child at each of the ages indicated, and then think about how you would interact with each of the eight items you listed. 

As you picture yourself interacting with the items, think of developmentally appropriate ways to use the items that would stimulate intellectual development. Remember that each item can be modified as required.

4.
 Complete the chart below by suggesting one developmentally appropriate way each item could be used with each age group within a child care facility. With your suggestion, provide an explanation that responds to the following questions: 

· What intellectual stimulus or stimuli (the plural of stimulus) would the child receive? 

· What learning style is being promoted? 

· If necessary, how will the item need to be modified?
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