CCS3110: Session 3
1
Learning Activity 2

Learning Activity 2: Observation of young children

For each of the situations below, complete the following:

· state an appropriate observation technique 

· suggest how and when you would use the technique

· explain why you think the technique would be most useful


Sample Situation: Jeremy (age one year) is crying periodically in the room. 

Sample Response: Write quick notes whenever I see Jeremy crying, noting the time of day and what is happening in the environment. Is Jeremy interacting with others? With whom is Jeremy interacting? What activity is Jeremy engaged in? Also write quick notes when Jeremy is not crying. If I observe in this way over a period of days, I will begin to see a pattern about when and why Jeremy is crying. 

All characters in this and all other activities in this course are fictitious.

1. Susan (age two years) always seems to be around when your room becomes disruptive. She has aggressive outbursts and is often the centre of attention. 

Answer:

	



2. Nala, Shawala’s mom, believes that because Shawala (age four years) is new to the centre and to the country, she is not receiving as much attention as the other children. Nala says that Emma, another child in the room, receives much of the attention because Emma won’t listen. 

Answer:

	



3. Hiroki (age five years) is new to your centre and seems to like science activities. He asks to be excused from physical activities.

Answer:

	



4. Kardeem (age three years) always cries after playing with other boys in the room. Crying, Kardeem comes over and tells you that the other boys are bugging him. When you approach the boys with whom Kardeem was playing, they identify Kardeem as the problem.

Answer:

	



5. Kyla (age three years) often plays by herself. When other children come around her activity, Kyla leaves and plays with another toy.

Answer:

	



6. Rebecca (age four years) sometimes participates in scheduled activities, but she does not participate in all activities.

Answer:

	



7. Ali (age three years) hits children when he doesn’t get his way. The other children are beginning to avoid playing with him.

Answer:

	




