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Learning Activity 2

Learning Activity 2: Responding in a New Way
Part 1

Listed below are five ways to affirm a child’s behaviour. For each example, comment on how the example of affirmation is different from the example of praise.


1.
Provide a gesture or passing remark specific to the child today. 



Affirming statement: “I see you have new shoes today.”



Praise statement: “Awesome shoes!”


Answer:

	




2.
Put into words what is happening that is noteworthy in the present situation (describing what you see or hear). 




Affirming statement: “I noticed that you really took your time zipping up your coat today.”




Praise statement: “I am very proud of you!”



Answer:

	




3.
Verbally affirm a particular positive behaviour after the behaviour has occurred.





Affirming statement: “I saw that you helped put the toys away. Thank you.”





Praise statement: “You’re such a great helper!”



Answer:

	




4.
Provide a communication that recognizes the child as worthy of love and approval. 




Affirming statement: After the child has been absent for several days, the child care provider says “It is great to have you back. We have really missed you.”




Praise statement: “Yay, look who is here today.”



Answer:

	




5.
Provide a statement of positive feeling (what is happening and the reason you feel as you do).




Affirming statement: In response to the picture a child has drawn, the child care provider says, “The picture you drew has such vivid colours that it makes me feel happy.”




Praise statement: “I like your picture.”


Answer:

	



Part 2

For each of the following scenarios, write an affirmation that will help the child feel either important or capable.


6.
Three-year-old Gabi is at the art table where there is an open-ended collage activity for toddlers. She has poured a large amount of glue on her paper but has not yet begun adding collage materials. She looks up at you and smiles.



Answer:

	




7.
Four-year-old Trent has washed his hands and is sitting ready at one of the lunch tables. Some of the other children are still washing up when the lunch is served. Trent says, “I’m ready.”



Answer:

	




8.
Four-year-old Orion notices that four-year-old Danielle is struggling to put her lunch bag away. He goes over and helps her put it on the shelf.



Answer:

	




9.
Two-year-old Brock brings in the new truck his Grandpa gave him. Smiling, he holds it up saying, “Look, my truck!”



Answer:

	




10.
One-year-old Sherry throws the ball.


Answer:

	





















