CCS3130: Session 2
1
Learning Activity 2

Learning Activity 2: Materials and Activities 
that Support Children’s Creative Development
Complete this activity with a partner from your CCS3130 course. In this activity you will complete one chart for each of the following activity centres: craft centre, water table, music centre, sand table, science and discovery centre, and dramatic play area. The charts are below.

To complete each chart, you will do the following:

· Suggest at least three materials that could be added to the activity centre. Remember that the materials must be safe and promote open-ended activities.


· Pick two of the materials listed for the centre (pick from those materials that are already on the list and/or the materials you have added). Describe at least two activities that use the materials and promote children’s creative development. 


· For each activity you describe, identify the age group(s) for which the activity would be suitable. Explain why you think each activity is suitable for the age group(s) you have specified. 


Remember, to promote an open-ended play experience, child care providers should ensure that materials that limit children’s creativity are discouraged. For example, colouring books limit children’s creative growth because the images included are pre-printed and do not have a context for the child. Children passively colour the images and are not actively involved in creating. 

Craft Centre

· paint (tempera, water colour, finger paints)


· paint accessories, such as different sizes of paintbrushes, rollers, sponges, cookie cutters, rollers, feathers, corks, cotton balls, cotton swabs, string, straws, stamps, prints, and so on


· paper, including different sizes and textures, various colours, wallpaper, tissue paper, construction paper, newsprint, used cards, bristle board, wax paper, corrugated paper, 
and so on


· accessories for gluing, including confetti, stickers, shapes, magazines, feathers, pom-poms, small sticks, scrap pieces of paper, fabric, ribbons, and so on


· paper plates, paper cups, doilies, and popsicle sticks

· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________
	Description of Activity
	Age Group(s) and Explanation

	
	· infant

· toddler

· preschooler

· school-aged

Explanation: 



	
	· infant
· toddler
· preschooler
· school-aged

Explanation: 




Water Table 

· egg beaters, funnels, watering cans, siphons, syringes, droppers, and basters


· soap dispensers (pumps and squeeze bottles)


· containers of various sizes, shapes, and colours


· pitchers


· measuring cups and spoons


· containers with holes in the sides at different levels


· objects that sink and float (sponges, marbles, rocks, plastic toys, and straws with which to blow objects that are floating)


· food colouring and bubble bath


· sponges (natural and synthetic)


· toy people, trucks, cars, and water wheels


· sea salt, seaweed, and seashells


· sections of hose (clear and plastic)


· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________


· __________________________________________
	Description of Activity
	Age Group(s) and Explanation

	
	· infant

· toddler

· preschooler

· school-aged

Explanation: 



	
	· infant
· toddler
· preschooler
· school-aged

Explanation: 




Music Centre

· recordings of children’s music and a player for the recordings

· bells

· whistles

· shakers

· rhythm sticks

· drums

· colourful scarves

· pictures of various families of instruments

· noise makers

· xylophone


· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________
	Description of Activity
	Age Group(s) and Explanation

	
	· infant

· toddler

· preschooler

· school-aged

Explanation: 



	
	· infant
· toddler
· preschooler
· school-aged

Explanation: 




Sand Table

· shells, rocks, pine cones, sticks, and grass

· sparkles

· coloured sand

· funnels, sieves, and water wheels

· plastic containers of various sizes and shapes

· cake pans, measuring cups, muffin pans, and measuring spoons

· water

· toy dinosaurs, trucks, cars, people

· toy farm set, tractors, trees, animals

· moulds


· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________
	Description of Activity
	Age Group(s) and Explanation

	
	· infant

· toddler

· preschooler

· school-aged

Explanation: 



	
	· infant
· toddler
· preschooler
· school-aged

Explanation: 




Science and Discovery Centre

· plants

· pendulum

· magnets

· insects, bird’s nest, empty bee hive, empty wasps’ nest, snake skin

· photo albums of the children, field trips, and other activities

· wood pieces, rocks, dirt, sand, pine cones, leaves

· electronic equipment that is no longer working and is safe for the children to explore

· magnifying glass

· stethoscope

· living creatures (e.g., fish)

· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________
	Description of Activity
	Age Group(s) and Explanation

	
	· infant

· toddler

· preschooler

· school-aged

Explanation: 



	
	· infant
· toddler
· preschooler
· school-aged

Explanation: 




Dramatic Play Area

· toy fridge, stove, sink, cabinets, ironing board, dryer, washing machine, dresser, clothes rack, table, chairs, phone, TV, radio


· food props, pots, pans, utensils, mixing bowls, pitchers, cups, tea set, chopsticks


· dresses, pants, shoes, clogs, moccasins, fans, masks, serapes, sari, snowshoes, shirts, hats, accessories


· dolls and puppets that are representative of diverse communities


· doll clothing, blankets, cribs, stroller, diaper bag, bottles


· magazines and newspapers in a variety of languages


· stuffed animals (bears, cats, dogs, elephants, goats, tigers, camels, snakes, turtles, and iguanas)


· bells, camera, flashlights, clocks, keys, and tools

· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________

· __________________________________________
	Description of Activity
	Age Group(s) and Explanation

	
	· infant

· toddler

· preschooler

· school-aged

Explanation: 



	
	· infant
· toddler
· preschooler
· school-aged

Explanation: 






















