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Before beginning this assignment, complete the following sentence:
The novel that I have read is ______________________ __________________  by ___________________________________________ .
TASK ONE:  AUTHOR BACKGROUND
Information about the author of a novel may help you to understand the work itself. Use the Internet or library to find some information about the author of the novel you've chosen to read.                                                                                                          Present your results in the chart below. Be sure to indicate where you found your information. 
	Name of Author
	

	Date and  Place of Birth
	

	Date and Place of Death
	

	Education & Work History
	

	Beliefs and Values
	

	Other Writings by this Author
	

	Themes in other Writing
	

	Significant Life Experiences that  Influenced the Author
	

	Interesting Facts about the Author
	


TASK TWO:  THE BEGINNING
Reread the first few paragraphs of the novel you've chosen to study. Write a personal response to the novel's beginning. In your response, consider the following questions: 
· Do you like the beginning of this novel? Does the author capture your interest in the first few paragraphs? (Give reasons for your answer.) 
· What other tasks is the author accomplishing in these first few paragraphs? 
· What descriptive words or vivid images does the author use to draw your attention? 




TASK THREE:  THE SETTING
When you read a fictional text, the writer invites you to enter a world of the imagination. Through reading fiction, you can experience interesting places and events and you can get to know the people in those imaginary places. Sometimes the world that the writer creates and the characters that inhabit that world seem very real to you. The following questions will help you explore the fictional world of the novel you've read. Complete the questions after you've read the first 10 or 15 pages of your novel. 
a. Describe the fictional world the writer has created in this first part of the novel. Refer to specific details in the novel to support your ideas. 
b. How is this fictional world similar to your own? How is it different? 
c. Do you find this fictional world convincing? intriguing? confusing? Explain your feelings. 


TASK FOUR:  THE PROTAGONIST
As you read the first half of the novel, you'll get to know the characters; in fact, by the time you finish your novel, you may feel that you know them quite well. 
1. Write a short description of the main character in your novel. Think about the character's appearance, age, personality, and behaviour. Consider the character's motives and decisions.                                                                                                                                              Include two or three quotations from the novel that provide insight into this character. 

2. Think about how the author has presented (i.e. developed the character of) the protagonist in your novel. 

Complete the chart below by giving an example of how the author has presented the character and what you learned about the character through that method of presentation.                                          You may include direct quotations from the novel in your answers.




3. Authors use minor characters in novels for different purposes. Frequently, minor characters offer interesting contrasts in behaviour. Select two minor characters from your novel who contrast each other. Describe both characters and explain how they behave differently.

	Character # 1
	

	Description



	

	Explanation of Contrast to Character #2

	



	Character #2
	

	Description 



	

	Explanation of Contrast to Character #1
	




