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Complete the following tasks as thoughtfully and thoroughly as possible.
If you are completing this work on a computer, type in the text boxes below each question; the space will expand to fit your work.
If you are completing this work off-line, by hand, please know that you may (and are encouraged to) write on a separate piece of paper, and use as much space as you need.
TASK ONE:  REFLECTING ON JOURNAL WRITING
In this section, you wrote three journal entries. You also reflected on your experiences with journal writing by answering several questions in your notebook. 
Write a paragraph discussing your experiences and skills in expressive writing—the kind of writing you do in your journal. In your paragraph, you should consider, but not limit yourself to,  the following questions:                                                                                                                                    • Do you find this type of writing easy or difficult?  Explain with examples.                                         • Do you enjoy writing in your journal?  Why or why not?  Explain with examples.                                  • Are you a fluent writer, or do you stop frequently because you're unable to think of what to write next? Does this change from situation to situation?  Explain with examples.                                       • As you write in your journal, do you find that you come up with new ideas?  Explain with examples.



TASK TWO:  PERSONAL AND CRITICAL RESPONSE TO TEXTS
As you learned in this section, most responses to texts begin with a personal response and then extend to a critical response. 
Before doing this assignment, review Section 2: Lessons 2 and 3 on personal and critical responses. 
Read the following poem, and write a well-constructed, well-reasoned and well-supported response of about four paragraphs to it. Your response should:
• begin with a personal response                                                                                                                      • include a critical response                                                                                                                                  • include specific references to the poem (Use quotation marks around quoted words and phrases.)

OPPORTUNITY    by: Edward Rowland Sill (1841-1887)

    			THIS I beheld, or dreamed it in a dream:--                                                                                                                     
There spread a cloud of dust along a plain;                                                                                                                          
And underneath the cloud, or in it, raged                                                                                                                                             
A furious battle, and men yelled, and swords
Shocked upon swords and shields. A prince's banner
       			 Wavered, then staggered backward, hemmed by foes.
        			A craven hung along the battle's edge,
       			 And thought, "Had I a sword of keener steel--
        			That blue blade that the king's son bears, -- but this
        			Blunt thing--!" he snapped and flung it from his hand,
        			And lowering crept away and left the field.
        			Then came the king's son, wounded, sore bestead,
        			And weaponless, and saw the broken sword,
        			Hilt-buried in the dry and trodden sand,
        			And ran and snatched it, and with battle shout
       			 Lifted afresh he hewed his enemy down,
        			And saved a great cause that heroic day.




