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Use the following table to compare 2 different careers.

URL(s) / Sources

Duties

Working conditions

Personal characteristics
best suited to the career

Employment outlook

Salary

CAREER 1: Physical Education

http://alis.alberta.ca/occinfo
http://www.stfx.ca

Plan lessons and instruct students
Help students learn

Identify students needs and work with
students that are struggling

Assess students and meet with

Depending on the season and activity
| am teaching, indoors, outdoors or in
an alternate environment

Long hours teaching, coaching and
planning

Have to like teenagers.

Be creative, energetic and patient.
Good communication skills.
Leadership qualities.

Have to get along with people.

In Calgary there are more secondary
teachers than jobs. May have to sub
or relocate to a smaller community.

Average wage: $37.46/hr

CAREER
EXPLORATION

CAREER 2: Helicopter Pilot

http://alis.alberta.ca/occinfo

Responsible for maintenance and
system checks on aircraft.

Fly the helicopter.

Read maps and navigate.

Ensure all cargo and passengers are

Often work in remote areas

Away from home for a long time and
fly in extreme weather conditions
Irregular work hours

Can be high stress

Good sense of spatial orientation
Good judgment and decision making
Flexibility

Good communication skills

Good health, vision, reflexes and
hand-eye coordination

After | talked to the guy at Mountain
View Helicopters he said that 18/20
people that went through flight
training last year were employed.

Average wage: $72.64/hr
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Educational and/or
training requirements
(i.e. diploma, degree, high
school diploma, etc.)

High school courses and
marks required

Name of Institution that

offers required training

Job shadowing or
apprenticeship
placement (if required)

Tuition costs

Books & supplies

Fees

(i.e. Student Union dues)

Living expenses

TOTAL COST

CAREER 1: Physical Education

B.Sc. in Human Kinetics with a major

in Kinesiology

2 Year B.Ed.

English 30-1, Math and science 30
levels, PE 30.

To get into the B.Ed.- Competitive
marks in B.Sc., volunteer experience
and an interview

St Francis Xavier, Antigonish, Nova
Scotia

Practicum placements when getting
degree

$39,114.00

$5,000.00

$5,400.00

$10,795.00

$60,309.00

CAREER
EXPLORATION

CAREER 2: Helicopter Pilot

80 hours of Ground School and Pass
Helicopter Written Exam

High School diploma is an asset.
Must be 18 or older

Must be able to read and write in
English and pass a medical
examination

Mountain View Helicopters in Calgary

55 Hours of Dual Flying Experience
35 Hours Solo Flying Experience

$70,000.00

$1,000.00

$110.00

$0.00

$71,110.00
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What excites you about
this career?

What are the drawbacks
of this career?

CAREER 1: Physical Education

To be able to do keep playing sports,
introducing kids to sports and
coaching is really exciting.

I would also love to keep playing
volleyball for 5 years after | am done
high school.

My dad always wanted me to go to
StFX, because that is where both my

Teaching is a lot of work; however, it
is very rewarding. It is expensive, but
at least it is spread out over 6 years,
and | can help pay for some of it by
working in the summers.

| will need to work really hard to get
my marks where they need to be to
get into St. FX.

MY CAREER EXPLORATION REFLECTION

Once you have gathered all the information needed for your two careers, identify and discuss which
one of these two jobs best suits your needs, wants, abilities, and goals. Your reflection should be
approximately 75-100 words in length.

CAREER
EXPLORATION

CAREER 2: Helicopter Pilot

Being able to see a lot of the country
that most people would never see

Possibly getting into heli-skiing

When you start out, often you are
doing grunt work, fueling
helicopters, and doing maintenance
on them.

It is very expensive. | don't know that
my parents could afford $71, 000 in 4
months.

| think in the long run becoming a teacher is what would best suit me. Although being a helicopter pilot would
be a lot of fun and an adventure, | am not sure | would want to do it for the rest of my life. My parents have
told me that getting a degree is a good idea, because even if | don't teach forever, | will still have a degree
that can be helpful in other areas as well.

| really want to have kids one day and with a the schedule of a helicopter pilot it might not work. However,

with a teacher it will be nice to have summers to spend with my own kids.

The other thing about teaching that is good is that | am with a lot of people all the time. | am very social so
this is a good thing. Working as a pilot | might get lonely, depending on my job.

Being able to play volleyball in university and then coach volleyball once | am teaching is also very exciting for
me. | don't want to stop playing just because high school is over.

Q Review your assignment to ensure it is complete. Save it, and return to the course for submission instructions.
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I think in the long run becoming a teacher is what would best suit me. Although being a helicopter pilot would be a lot of fun and an adventure, I am not sure I would want to do it for the rest of my life. My parents have told me that getting a degree is a good idea, because even if I don't teach forever, I will still have a degree that can be helpful in other areas as well. 

I really want to have kids one day and with a the schedule of a helicopter pilot it might not work. However, with a teacher it will be nice to have summers to spend with my own kids. 

The other thing about teaching that is good is that I am with a lot of people all the time. I am very social so this is a good thing. Working as a pilot I might get lonely, depending on my job. 

Being able to play volleyball in university and then coach volleyball once I am teaching is also very exciting for me. I don't want to stop playing just because high school is over. 
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