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Choosing an Essential Question 
Use this checklist to develop an essential question. Write in your essential question to start, it may change by the end. 

1. My question: What is Independence Day like in the US compared to Mexico? 
 

1. Is it open-ended?  ✓ If yes, go on. 
✗ If no, try to add a how or why? 

2. Is it thought-provoking and engaging? ✓ If yes, go on. 
✗ If no, try stepping out of the box, ask a friend if they know anything about 
it, or have a conversation with your teacher. 

3. Does your question allow you to analyze 
two cultures? 

✓ If yes, go on. 
✗ If no, make sure to pick a topic that you can compare and contrast 
between two cultures. For example, you can’t choose to compare the use 
of dog sleds in Canada’s Arctic and in Mexico - however, you can compare 
forms of transportation in Aboriginal groups in Canada and Mexico.  

4. Does your question allow you to create 
more questions to dig deeper? 

✓ If yes, go on. 
✗ If no, think about about you can expand your question to give you 
multiple things to research.  

5. Does your question require support and 
research? 

✓ If yes, go on. 
✗ If no, remember - this relates to number one. We want to choose a 
question that requires research into the topic. You may choose a culture 
that you are very familiar with, and that’s great. However, you will have to 
do some research and show where you got your information from.  

 
2. My revised question: Why do Mexicans and Americans celebrate Independence Day? How are they similar or different? 

 


