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STUDENT WORK PAGES: 6.2 EXPLORATION PLANNING SHEET

Choose one of the Essential Questions that you feel would best suit the theme of the novel you 
studied in this course.  

In your personal opinion…

yy Are people often influenced by others?

yy Are people affected by choices they make?

yy Can a strong sense of determination help people to achieve life goals?

yy Is having courage an important life quality?

yy Do people feel the need to belong?

Highlight the key words in the question, so that you can make sure your first and last sentences of 
every paragraph have the key words or similar words in them for unity.

You may use quotes either from the internet or from the novel to support your writing, but they must 
be smoothly woven into your writing, and must be properly cited in a bibliography or referenced as an 
assigned text.

Introduction

If you need to change the order of the planning sentences to smoothly weave in your quote, and still 
include all the planning information, that is fine. Just use arrows to show a reordering.

First Sentence: Write a “hook” that will interest readers so they will read on. Pose an interesting 
idea, question, or quote about your chosen topic that is relevant to your novel. 

Second Sentence: Change your chosen essential question (EQ) to a statement.

Third Sentence: This is evident when we look at the character (give character’s name) in the 
novel (give the name of the novel), written by (give author’s name).
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Fourth Sentence: Explain how the essential question topic generally applies to your chosen 
character, but don’t give specific examples in this introduction. You are only telling the reader what 
is to come in the body of your paper.

Fifth Sentence: Write a sentence that tells how you also have a similar personal experience or 
connection to the discussion topic/your chosen text/your chosen character. You might connect to 
one or all of these things, so decide this and create the sentence accordingly.

Sixth Sentence and Thesis Statement: Clearly state your opinion or position about your chosen 
essential question, and also restate your writing topic/thesis statement. Don’t forget that your EQ 
keywords must be included in this statement.

Body Paragraph 1 – In this paragraph you will use supporting evidence from the novel to prove that 
your chosen character does fit your chosen essential question, and you will choose significant parts 
from the novel to show this to be so (prove what you say to be true.)

Body Paragraph 1 Topic Sentence: Create a topic sentence that includes your EQ keywords.
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Body Sentences: List the relevant and significant events of the novel plot that support your 
thesis (main idea you gave in your introductory paragraph). Be careful not to retell what happened 
in the story. Just pick and choose the key things that support your essential question connection.  
Do not get off topic. Explain how your character transformed or changed throughout the novel 
and how this is related to the essential question you chose.

Closing Sentences: Summarize your paragraph ideas, and make sure the EQ keywords from your 
topic are included, so you don’t fall off your topic.

Body Paragraph 2 – In this paragraph you will discuss a personal connection you have to the 
discussion topic and/or the character in your novel 

Body Paragraph 2 Topic Sentence: Create a topic sentence that has the EQ keywords in it, and 
that introduces your personal connection to one of the characters or a situation within the novel. In 
this sentence, you will need to also transition into this paragraph by writing something like: Similar 
to the novel character, I also….
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Body Sentences:  List the relevant and significant event that provides your personal connection 
to support your thesis (main idea you gave in your introductory paragraph). Do not get off topic. 
Explain how you have had a similar life experience and how this is related to the essential question 
you chose.

Closing Sentences: Summarize your paragraph ideas, and make sure the EQ keywords are 
included, so you don’t fall off your topic. Make sure you tie this back to your similar experience to 
that of your chosen character and or situation within the novel.

Concluding Paragraph: Repeat the format, being sure to include your EQ keywords in both your 
topic and closing sentences. Summarize your ideas into one paragraph and try to leave your 
reader with a thought provoking idea to make him/her continue to think about your chosen and 
supported essential question beyond your essay.




