Student Name: _____Example_____

Social Studies 10-2
Rights and Responsibilities 
Critical Challenge:  Citizenship in Action
(29/30 marks)
Part One:  

1. Identify the global issue:  Identify a global issue where local action might create positive change.  
Child Labour in Liberia on rubber plantations whose rubber is used to make Firestone Tires
2. Identify the global challenge:  Using your research skills, find out more about the issue and take some notes.  
Firestone and other transnational corporations that make tires use rubber that is harvested by child labourers in Africa.  This is a global human rights issue.  These companies ship their tires around the world. They should make sure that their factories don’t employ children in dangerous working conditions. 

3. Identify the local opportunities to effect change:  Evaluate the roles of individuals, organizations, corporations, and government in finding solutions.  Remembering that in a global village, everyone has a role to play.  Who has the power to make change?  What kinds of action could be taken?  Identify someone to whom you can address your concerns.  
Anyone who buys tires has an opportunity to effect change.  Tire buyers can boycott Firestone or other companies that have been proven to use child labour. Firestone should insist their tires are not made with child labour.  Local sellers should try to convince Firestone to stop using child labour. The government of Liberia can set rules for workers in the rubber industry.  The Canadian government could insist that imported rubber be made without child labour.

	Individuals
	Rating
0-3
	Reasons that support the rating

	Local Retailer

ABC Tire, Grande Prairie
	2
	The local retailer makes a profit off the sale of these tires.  He or she should know where his products come from and make sure he is not benefitting from the labor of children.  However, sometimes local retailers can’t decide which tires to sell since they come from head office.  He/she should insist his company doesn’t use tires made from child labor.

	Local Organization

4 H, Grande Prairie
	1
	This non profit organization is not responsible, but it could help change things by letting people know what is going on. Most 4H students live on farms that spend a lot of money on tires and they are part of a large network so they could get the word out.

	Canadian Government
Department of Industry, Department of Foreign Affairs
	2
	The Canadian government should make sure products sold in Canada are made using safe and fair labor practices.  They should not allow these tires into Canada, and they should use diplomacy to talk to the Liberian government to make sure their practice of using children in their factory stops.  Canadians believe in human rights for children and our government should support that.

	Other Government

Government of Liberia
	3
	It’s Liberia’s people who are suffering.  Their government should protect their own people from greed and unfair labor practices.  It should make sure the companies that operate in its borders follow international standards for workers, including protecting children.

	Corporate Representative

President, Bridgestone Firestone Tires
	3
	This company is making a big profit off the exploitation of children.  It has a lot of responsibility for what is going on.  It could insist that international standards be upheld.  It could get rid of its quota system and  make sure that adult workers are paid a fair wage in its factories so people don’t have to use their own kids just to make enough to eat.

	Other:

Consumers
	2
	Consumers need to know where their products come from.  If they find out children are being harmed in the making of their tires, they should buy tires from another company.  If enough people stopped buying them the company would have to change its actions in order to make sales.


0= no responsibility;  1= limited responsibility;  2= somewhat responsible;   3=highly responsible 

	Scoring Criteria:

Assessing the Rating
	Rating chart must offer relevant and convincing evidence for each of the identified criteria. 

The student...

	5

Excellent
	· identifies clearly the possible responsible parties
· offers several relevant and important pieces of evidence

· provides evidence that strongly supports the rating provided

	4

Proficient
	· identifies most of the possible responsible parties  

· offers evidence that is clear and competent
· provides evidence that mostly supports the rating provided.

	3

Satisfactory
	· identifies some of the possible responsible parties 

· offers evidence that is straightforward, conventional and generally clear 

· provides evidence that supports the rating to some extent, but is not always convincing 

	2

Limited
	· identifies few of the responsible 

· offers evidence that is incomplete or lacks depth.

· provides little evidence to support the rating

	1

Poor
	· identifies no responsible parties 
· offers little relevant evidence for each factor or evidence is disjointed, vague, or inaccurate

· provides evidence that does not support the rating

	Score:   
 5/5
	Comments:

Excellent!


4. Evaluate possible action

	
	effective

(leads to significant change)


	efficient 

(strong benefits for the effort required)
	practical

(can be achieved)


	Reasons that support your rating

	Solution 1 (describe)

Encourage retailer to sell tires made without child labour

	2
	3
	3
	This could lead to greater awareness, provide opportunities for consumers and producers and would not be hard to implement if the retailer is willing.  It would not lead to immediate change, but would have eventual benefits.

	Solution 2 (describe)

Encourage corporation to ban rubber made with child labour

	3
	1
	1
	This would definitely help workers in Liberia but large corporations are not likely to act on one person’s suggestion.

Corporations exist to make a profit and if they paid they stopped using child labour, they might have to pay workers more and then they wouldn’t make as much money

	Solution 3 (describe)

Convince my parents to boycott companies that use child labour

	1
	1
	2
	I could probably get my parents to do it, but if they acted alone I don’t think it would be that effective.  There would need to be lots of people refusing to buy these tires before a big company would make a change like this.


0 =  not at all;   1 =  limited;   2 =  somewhat;   3 = highly 
	Scoring Criteria:

Assessing the Rating
	Rating chart must offer relevant and convincing evidence for each of the identified criteria. 

The student...

	5

Excellent
	· clearly identifies alternative solutions

· offers several relevant and important pieces of evidence

· provides evidence that strongly supports the rating provided

	4

Proficient
	· identifies most of the possible alternative solutions

· offers evidence that is clear and competent.

· provides evidence that mostly supports the rating provided

	3

Satisfactory
	· identifies some alternative solutions

· offers evidence that is straightforward, conventional, and generally clear 

· provides evidence that supports the rating to some extent, but is not always convincing 

	2

Limited
	· identifies few realistic solutions

· offers evidence that is incomplete or lacks depth.

· provides little evidence to support the rating

	1

Poor
	· identifies no realistic solutions

· offers little relevant evidence for each factor or evidence is disjointed, vague, or inaccurate

· provides evidence that does not support the rating

	Score: 

__5___ /5
	Comments:

Reasonably thorough!



Part Two:  
After evaluating at least two possible strategies, recommend action.  Using what you have learned, write a letter to the person you identified in Part One.  

· Paragraph one should state clearly who you are and why you are writing.  

· Paragraph two should explain further the global issue and its local consequences. 

· Paragraph three should explain the action you are suggesting and its potential benefit, both locally and globally.  

· In the fourth and final paragraph, you should thank the person for his or her consideration.

Apartment 349,

Anytown, Alberta

May 16, 2009
Big Bob, General Manager
ABC TIRES
Box 000

Anytown, Alberta

TOG 2A0

Dear Mr. Bob:

I am a resident of Anytown, and I believe in supporting local businesses because they provide jobs to local people.  I have just learned that your store sells tires made with rubber harvested by child labourers in Liberia.  I am writing to you to request that your store stop selling Firestone tires until they change their ways.
As a young person myself, I am very concerned about the unfair working conditions and low rates of pay received by the children who work on rubber plantations in Liberia.  I have learned through research that rubber plantation in Liberai set a quota for how much rubber a worker must bring in every day. According to the CEO of Firestone’s Natural Rubber Company, it takes over 21 hours to meet the quota.  Parents are forced to bring their children to work with them so that they can bring in enough rubber to meet their quota.  This sometimes means that very young children carry buckets of rubber weighing up to 70 kilograms. These workers live in shacks without running water or electricity. Although I think Firestone makes good quality tires and my parents have them on their vehicles, it is not right that a wealthy transnational corporation exploits children and damages the environment the way Firestone does.  Please visit www.stopfirestone.org for more information.  

There are many brands of tires that are made without child labour.  I strongly suggest that you stop selling Firestone tires and let your head office know why.  No Canadian can support child labour anywhere in the world even if it means cheaper tires for them.
Thank you very much for your consideration of this important matter.  I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely, 

Joan Vulcan
	Scoring Criteria:  Letter
	Accesses and Retrieves Information
	Analyzes Issues
	Supports

Viewpoint
	Presentation

	5 
Excellent
	· accesses and retrieves pertinent background information on the issue

· demonstrates thorough research.
	· provides a critical analysis
	· provides credible supporting information that is linked convincingly to the viewpoint
	· communicates opinion in a compelling and engaging manner, generally free of errors

	4 
Proficient
	· accesses and retrieves detailed background information on the issue

· demonstrates sound research 
	· provides a thoughtful analysis
	· provides accurate supporting information that is linked logically to the viewpoint
	· communicates opinion in a persuasive and effective manner, generally free of errors

	3 
Satisfactory
	· accesses and retrieves general background information on the issue

· demonstrates appropriate research
	· provides a basic analysis
	· provides reasonable supporting information that is linked arguably to the viewpoint
	· communicates opinion in a straightforward and plausible manner, with few errors

	2 
Limited
	· accesses and retrieves partial background information on the issue

· demonstrates minimal research
	· provides a superficial analysis
	· provides inaccurate or irrelevant supporting information that is linked weakly to the viewpoint
	· communicates opinion in a simplistic manner, with numerous errors

	 

1
Poor
	· accesses and retrieves partial background information on the issue

· demonstrates little or no research
	· provides little or no analysis
	· provides little supporting information for the viewpoint
	· communicates opinion in a confused and disjointed manner with errors that impede understanding

	Scores:
	5/5
	5/5
	4/5
Do you have any evidence that people will buy this product?
	5/5

	Total Score:

___19__ / 20
	Comments:

Excellent work!  Please mail or e-mail your letter to Mr. Bob and record your findings at http://globalization.wikispaces.com/Tracking+the+Actions 

Good luck with your project!




