Student’s Name: ……………………….
Checklist for Evaluating Internet Resources

Site Name and URL: ………………………………………………………………………………………
	Criteria
	Notes
	Score (0-5*)

	Credibility 
· Author’s name is provided

· Author’s biography shows verifiable expertise in the subject area
· Original publication in a reputable source
· Contact information provided

· Reputation of page sponsor can be verified
· 
	
	

	Accuracy
· Up-to-date or timely (date of publication and/or revision provided.)
· Factual (reputable sources documented)
· Supporting evidence (evidence of research.)
· Comprehensive (all important facts included)
· Quality Control (minimal errors; links current)
· 
	
	

	Objectivity 
· Purpose (check “About Us”- any advertising?) Does the site try to sell an ideology, product, or service?)

· Fair (Bias? Does page sponsor have an agenda?) 

· Moderate (Any overgeneralizations?  Does language create emotional responses?) 

· Logical (Information similar to others, as verified by cross-referencing. Arguments based on reasoning and logic.)

· Worldview (Worldview does not interfere with objectivity.)
· 
	
	


	Value in research 
· Provides accurate information, suiting research purpose

· Provides valuable information, seemingly accurate and authentic
· Provides unique perspective not found in other sources, including non-internet sources

· Does not duplicate other sources in use
· 
	
	

	
	Total
	


* Score 0-5 points (5 is excellent, showing all the criteria are met; 0 is poor, showing none of the criteria are met)
Based on your evaluation, would you use this site in your research?  Why or why not?  Explain in a paragraph.
