
Reading Autobiography rubric 
 Excellent 

5 
Proficient 

4 
Satisfactory 

3 
Limited 

2 
Poor 

1 
Content            
/10 

Exploration of the 

topic is insightful. 

Main idea and 

supporting details 

are precise and 

original.  

Exploration of the 

topic is adept. 

Main idea and 

supporting details 

are specific.  

 

Exploration of the 

topic is clear. Main 

idea and supporting 

details are relevant 

or generic.  

 

Exploration of the 

topic is simplistic. 

Main idea and 

supporting details 

are imprecise or 

superficial.  

Exploration of the 

topic is minimal. 

Main ideas and 

supporting details 

are irrelevant or 

scant.  

Organization      
/10 

Introduction is 

engaging and 

skillfully 

establishes a 

focus. Transitions 

fluently connect 

details. Closure is 

effective and 

related to the 

focus. 

 

Introduction is 

purposeful and 

clearly establishes 

a focus. 

Transitions clearly 

connect details. 

Closure is 

appropriate and 

related to the 

focus. 

 

Introduction is 

functional and 

establishes a focus. 

Transitions tend to 

be mechanical. 

Closure is related to 

the focus and is 

mechanical or 

artificial. 

 

Introduction lacks 

purpose; little or 

no focus is 

established. 

Transitions are 

lacking. Closure is 

abrupt, contrived 

or unrelated to the 

focus. 

Introduction is 

ineffective. 

Transitions are 

absent or 

inappropriately 

used. Closure is 

ineffectual or 

missing. 

Sentence 
Structure 
/5 

Sentence structure 

is effectively 

controlled. 

Sentence type and 

sentence length 

are consistently 

effective and 

varied.  

Sentence structure 

is consistently 

controlled. 

Sentence type and 

sentence length 

are usually 

effective and 

varied.  

Sentence structure is 

generally controlled. 

Sentence type and 

sentence length are 

sometimes effective 

or varied.  

 

Sentence structure 

often lacks control. 

Sentence type and 

sentence length are 

seldom effective or 

varied.  

Sentence 

structure 

generally lacks 

control. There is 

essentially no 

variation in 

sentence type or 

sentence length.  

Vocabulary 
/5 

Words and 

expressions are 

used precisely and 

deliberately to 

create vivid 

images or to 

enrich details. The 

voice/tone created 

is convincing. 

Specific words 

and expressions 

show evidence of 

careful selection. 

The voice/tone 

created is distinct. 

  

Words and 

expressions are 

generally used 

adequately to clarify 

meaning. The 

voice/tone created 

may be inconsistent. 

Imprecise words 

and expressions 

predominate; 

specific words, if 

present, may be 

improperly used. 

The voice/tone 

created is not 

clearly established. 

Words and 

expressions are 

generally used 

inaccurately; 

specific words, if 

present, are 

frequently 

misused. The 

voice/tone 

created is not 

evident. 

Conventions 
/5 

The quality of the 

writing is 

enhanced because 

it is essentially 

error-free.  

The quality of the 

writing is 

sustained because 

it contains only 

minor convention 

errors.  

The quality of the 

writing is sustained 

through generally 

correct use of 

conventions.  

The quality of the 

writing is 

weakened by the 

frequently 

incorrect use of 

conventions.  

The quality of the 

writing is 

impaired by the 

consistently 

incorrect use of 

conventions.  

INS Insufficient – No evidence of an attempt to address the task presented in the assignment, or the student has written so 

little that it is not possible to assess the Content. 

Total:                  /35 

 


