
 

Expanding 
Confederation

Historical 
Perspective: 
Traditions, 

values, where 
you come from

1858: Gold 
prospectors 

flooded to BC in 
search of gold. 
The gold rush 

lasted 10 years.

1866: Britain 
merged 

Vancouver Island 
and British 

Columbia into one 
colony called 

British Columbia. 

1871: BC 
became a 

province. PEI 
considered 

joining 
Confederation.

1873: PEI 
became the 

seventh 
province of 

Canada.1897: North-
west Territories 

was granted 
responsible 

government.

1905: The 
Saskachewan Act 
and Alberta Act 

created two new 
provinces with 

their own 
governement. 

Canada had 
adopted a number 
of treaties with the 

First Nations, 
moving them to 

reserves. This was 
part of an 

assimilation 
strategy. 

Residential 
schools were used 

to promote 
assimilation to 
learn English 

Canadian culture.

1949: 
Newfoundland 

chose not to join the 
union in 1867. 
Newfoundland 

became a province 
of Canada in 1949.


