Language Arts Eight Novel List

Linda Sue Park (1997). A Single Shard. New York, NY: Avon Books, Inc., Avon Camelot.

A Single Shard portrays the loyalty and courage of a young potter’s apprentice in a small Korean village in the 12th century.  Tree-ear dreams of one day becoming a craftsman and learns many life lessons along the way.
Tony Cliff. (2013). Delilah Dirk and the Turkish Lieutenant. New York, NY: First Second, MacMillan Publishing.

Mr. Selim is proper tea-drinking Turkish soldier (Jannissary) who meets Delilah, a female James Bond. This graphic novel is a fun adventure set in the Ottoman period which includes flying ships, treasure and an unexpected friendship.
Rodman Philbrick. (2001). Freak the Mighty. New York, NY: Scholastic Inc., Scholastic Signature.

Max is an overgrown eighth-grade kid who is labeled “learning disabled” by his teachers.  With his mother dead and his father in prison, Max lives in the basement of his grandparent’s house, where he can escape from a friendless world.


Everything changes the day Kevin - “Freak”- moves in next door.
Yousafzi Malala; Lamb Christina. (2013). I am Malala. New York, NY: Little Brown and Company.

Malala is Pakistani school girl.  At age 15 she stood up to the Taliban and was shot in the head.  Her activism and recovery has made her world famous, a nominee for a Nobel Peace Prize and an honourary Canadian.
Monica Hughes (1991).  Invitation to the Game. Toronto, ON: HarperCollins Publishers Ltd..

Invitation to the Game is set in a 2154 dystopia where machines and robots do all the work, and humans are forced to live on welfare or become colonists. Sixteen year old Lisse and her friends seek out an invitation to the mysterious “Game” they have heard about. When they finally get an invitation, they discover the game is an amazing adventure that allows them to escape their reality. 
William Gilkerson (2007).  Pirate Passage. Boston, Massachusetts: Trumpeter Books.

Pirate's Passage is set in 1952 Nova Scotia when a mysterious visitor shows up at a small inn run by Jim's family.  The longer the guest stays, the more closely Jim and his family are connected to pirate lore from the past.  Will it be enough for Jim to save the inn?  And who is Captain Charles Johnson? Pirate's Passage provides a window on global exploration and discovery: Vikings, Spanish, Aztecs, and Great Britain.  This book won the 2006 Governor General's award for Canadian Children's literature. 
Don Trembath (1996). The Tuesday Cafe. Victoria, BC: Orca Book Publishers.

By an Alberta author, the Tuesday Cafe is a warmly-humorous coming-of-age story about a troubled teenager who learns about himself and connects with others through an unlikely writing group. The novel begins with Harper Winslow being sentenced to forty hours of community service and a 2,000-word essay about “How I Plan to Turn My Life Around” after accidentally setting a fire in his high school.   The book is a short and easy read.
Selznick Brian. (2010). Wonderstruck. New York, NY: Scholastic Inc., Scholastic Signature.

Ben and Rose wish their lives were different.  Ben, whose story is told in words, longs for a father.  Rose, whose story is told in pictures, dreams of an actress whose life she chronicles in a scrapbook.   Both set out on quests to find what they are missing.   Set fifty years apart, these two independent stories collide in an unexpected way.
