	Before I read—
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	1. Purpose
	I understand what I am trying to learn about this topic.
	

	2. Previous knowledge
	I have reviewed what I already know about this topic.
	

	3. Perspective
	I have considered the possibility that my own perspective and personal opinion may interfere with my analysis of the reading.
	

	Skim the article—
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	1. Title
	The title illustrates the author’s main idea(s).
	

	2. Images
	Images are used to enhance the message.
	

	As I read—
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	1. Message
	The author’s message is clear.
	

	2. Persuasive Tactics
	The author avoids using language or devices that create an emotional response.
	

	3. Tone
	The author uses a serious tone to convey the message.
	

	4. Evidence
	Verifiable evidence and/or statistics support the main idea.  Sources are identified.
	

	5. Reasoning
	Sound reasoning rather than assumptions, inferences, and generalizations are used to support the main idea.
	

	6. Writer’s Perspective
	I can identify the author’s perspective and opinion.
	

	7. Finding Out More
	I can find out more about the author’s perspective and the issue.
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