
Building the Three-Dimensional Model 

To fully appreciate the 3D periodic table, you can build an actual three-dimensional 

model.  

Use double-sided tape to join the back (unprinted) side of part “A” to the front 

(printed) side of part “B”.  

 Cut out the four pieces.  

 Do not cut away the gray background from the gaps between elements, 

or from the bottom of any of the pieces. These background areas hold the 

model together and allow it to stand up straight. 

 In contrast, you should cut away the gray background from the top of 

each piece, above the elements. 

 The best strategy is to tape the rare earth piece onto the transition metal 

piece while the latter is still flat. Similarly, tape the transition metal piece 

(carrying the rare earths) onto the main group piece while the latter is still flat. 

Then roll the main group into a cylinder. 

 When closing the main group piece into a cylinder, it helps to have an 

object that you can slip inside the model and push against.  

 Closing the hydrogen group piece into a cylinder is even trickier, 

because it is so small. A pen, pencil, or paintbrush-handle might work.  
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