
 

 

Geography of Japan shapes Japanese worldview

Size and 
Landscape

Small and 
mountainous

Many separate 
islands - little 
contact with others

Long coastlines -
only met others like 
themselves

Non-navigable 
rivers - hard to 
meet or trade with 
others

Resources and 
Climate

Different climates 
in different areas

Climates suitable 
for agriculture

Made use of all 
resources - didn't 
need to trade a lot

Good soil for 
farming, though 
limited amounts

Isolation from 
Other Countries

Contact with only 
others like 
themselves 
influenced isolated 
worldview

Mountains and sea 
made travel difficult

Didn't trade many 
goods, so ideas 
didn't get traded 
either

Unwilling to be 
influenced by 
others

Natural 
Disasters

Frequency 
develops a stoic 
nature in the 
people

Often had to start 
over, rebuild 
everything

Encouraged beliefs 
in gods

Provided lots of 
practice in adapting 
to sudden change 
without changing 
the society


