
 

 

How did the 
Japanese 
react and 
respond 
to...

Western 
customs, rituals, 
and styles

Result:

Many western styles, 
customs, and rituals were 
accepted. Some aspects of 
western culture were blended 
with traditional Japanese 
customs and styles.

Western 
religious 
frameworks and 
beliefs

Result:

Japan decided western 
nations were unified because 
they had a common religion. 
The government discouraged 
Buddhism, and Shinto 
became the official religion.

Western forms 
of government Result:

The government was adapted 
to blend old and new ways. 
Japan adopted a constitution 
similar to those most western 
cultures had.

Western 
technology, 
including military 
technology

Result:

Japanese people become 
interested in all aspects of 
technology. They adopted 
western technology. They 
knew they had to work hard 
to catch up, and they adopted 
slogans such as "Wealthy 
Country, Strong Army".


