Social Studies 30-1 

Written Response Assignment II

Position Paper

‘How To’

Value: 30%

Suggested time: 105 to 120 minutes

Analyze the following source and complete the assignment.

Source

Assignment

Reminders for Writing

· Organize your response

· Proofread your response

Position Paper How To

There is an outline in the following pages that you can use alongside these steps.

Step 1: Analyze the Source

As you have done for Written Assignment 1, you need to analyze the source, looking for perspective and links to liberalism.
DO NOT forget this step.  This source analysis becomes your introductory paragraph.  If you do not analyze the source, you will receive a Limited (4/10) or Poor (2/10) on this part of the rubric AND cannot receive a mark higher than Satisfactory (6/10) in any other category on the rubric.
Guiding Questions for Source Analysis:
· Is the source predominately economic or political?

· Is it for or against liberalism?

(Is it democratic or dictatorship?  Is it capitalist, mixed market or command? Modern or classical liberal? Etc.)

· What may be the context in which this may have been said?

· What is the source saying about liberalism?  

· What issue is it addressing? 

· What is the ideological perspective/bias presented in the source?

Step 2: Brainstorm
· What possible positions are there for this source?  What are arguments that might be made to support or refute those positions?  Start by brainstorming reasons one might agree with and reasons one might disagree with this source. (Fill out chart on next page)  
· What possible evidence could be used to defend either position?  (Fill in space on next page)
· Think about how the source relates to what you have studied or covered in class that are potentially relevant to the topic:

· historical events
· current events
· theoretical examples from philosophers and political writers (e.g. Adam Smith and laissez-faire capitalism)

Brainstorm arguments on both sides of the issue:

	Arguments in Favour
	Arguments Against

	
	


Brainstorm case studies or examples related to the issue:

Step 3: Create a thesis
· What possible positions may be taken in relation to the question?

· You will have two or, sometimes, three choices:  

· agree with the source (take the same position), 

· disagree with the source (take an opposing position), or 

· a modified agree (or disagree), a.k.a. the ‘middle ground’.  You agree with most of the source but disagree with one aspect (or vice versa).  This can be the hardest thesis to write as it requires you to be very clear with your position on the source.
Examples:
Source A
Society achieves its finest expression through the self-interest and freedom of individuals.  When we adopt these principles, we will lessen the need for government to interfere in our lives. 

Thesis #1 (agree):  The source is correct in stating that a capitalist system with minimal government involvement is best for our society.

Thesis #2 (disagree):  The source is incorrect.  A communist system, in which the government controls and manages the economy completely, is the only system in which ‘society achieves its finest expression’. 
Thesis #3 (a ‘middle ground’):  The source should be embraced to a moderate extent.  While capitalism is a great system, some government involvement, such as that found in a modern liberal welfare state, is necessary to correct the flaws of capitalism caused by self-interest.
Source B
Rights and freedoms are essential to a democracy; however, there may be times when a temporary suspension of rights and freedoms is necessary to guarantee the preservation of democracy.

Thesis #1 (agree):  The source is correct in stating that governments may need to temporarily suspend rights and freedoms in order to protect our democracy.

Thesis #2 (disagree):  The source is incorrect in stating that governments may need to temporarily suspend rights and freedoms in order to protect our democracy.  Democratic governments should never suspend rights and freedoms.

Is there a need for a ‘middle ground’ or a thesis #3?

· In deciding what position to take, you should also look at the strength of the arguments you could use to support your position and the amount and quality of evidence that exists to support those arguments. Choose the position that is easiest to defend with what you remember or know from your studies. For the purpose of this assignment, your focus is writing the strongest paper possible, not necessarily taking the position to which you feel most emotionally attached.

· When writing your thesis statement, clearly state your position on the ideological perspective in the source. It is important to refer directly to the source.  You can even paraphrase it or quote it, as demonstrated in the examples above.
Step 4: Choose your arguments and evidence.
· Choose arguments to support your position.
· It is acceptable to have a single argument that is explored in detail over multiple paragraphs. Most students, however, try to have a minimum of three distinct arguments, each explored in a paragraph and supported by evidence. 

· Arguments may explain why your position is sound. Some arguments may also point out why alternative positions to yours are weak or flawed. 

· When choosing arguments, bear in mind the evidence you might use to illustrate each argument. If you can’t think of any, then you should probably choose another argument.  For each argument you need to provide evidence in support.

· Choose evidence or examples to illustrate and support your argument(s).
· There are several types of evidence or examples you can use to support the arguments you make in a position paper.   See below.
· Be sure to provide both depth (detailed examples) and breadth (lots of examples) with your evidence.

	· historical or contemporary case studies covered in the course: A position paper is really designed to evaluate what you have learned in the course. Because of this, there will be material that you have studied that will be relevant to the source provided for you to write about. Review your notes before tackling written exams. 

	· other relevant factual events or case studies: If your reading or life experience has provided you with a relevant example that is perfect to illustrate an argument, by all means, use it. Try to avoid vague, anecdotal evidence, however, unless the evidence is supported by more substantial evidence. “My brother’s friend’s uncle said the government is tapping everyone’s phone,” for example, would generally not be considered strong evidence. 

	· information from an expert or an authority on a subject: Some students have remarkable memories and can quote exactly, or at least paraphrase closely, the words, facts, and figures provided by various authoritative sources. These can be used as support for arguments. The source of the information and why the source represents an “authority” must be made clear.

	· current events: If you can select relevant examples from current events to support or illustrate your arguments, you may impress markers more than if you select material you learned about in your textbook. Using appropriate examples from current events demonstrates that you understand how the concepts you covered in the course are relevant to the world around you.

	· hypothetical examples: Sometimes an argument can be supported by creating a hypothetical situation that illustrates why your argument is sound. Be careful, though. Your example may be hypothetical, but it must remain plausible to the marker. Avoid discussions of the miraculous, the magical, or the improbable.


Reminders:

· This is a position paper. You MUST take a clear position on the source, i.e. on the extent the ideological perspective should be embraced. 
· Refer back to the source and its perspective for each argument – either to refute it or to support it.   Strategically quote parts of the source.
· It is very important to use Social Studies vocabulary but be sure to use it accurately. For example, illiberal is a term that can only be used when discussing political responses and rejections of liberal democracy. 
· Proofread.  Look to make sure you have developed each argument, not just the evidence.

· Keep your position paper focused and relevant to the issue presented in the source. Some students try to write the “everything-I-ever-learned-in-social-studies” paper. These students do this hoping they will at least touch on information relevant to the source presented in the exam, or that they will impress the markers with how much they have memorized from the course. This does not work.  A well-thought-out, well-written, on-topic five-paragraph paper will always receive better marks than a rambling twenty-page attempt to recount the course content in its entirety.

· While it does tie the essay up neatly, a concluding paragraph typically only restates what has already been said above. If you find yourself too short of time at the end of your essay to write a concluding paragraph, a short concluding sentence will suffice.

· This assignment is worth 30% of the final diploma grade. It is extremely important to give this assignment the bulk of your time. Take time to plan.

Written Response II:  Essay Outline
Introduction – Paragraph One:  Analysis of Source & Thesis
	Look at the source and underline:

1. key words 
2. Social Studies concepts
3. the ideological perspective
REWRITE (paraphrase) the source statement in other words:

Analyze the source in-depth in its entirety, looking for levels of understanding of the material.  
· What is the ideology being discussed?
 (Is it democratic or dictatorship?  Is it capitalist, mixed market or command? Modern or classical liberal? Etc.)
· What may be the context in which this may have been said?

· What is the source saying about liberalism?  (explicitly or implicitly)
· What issue is it addressing? 

· What is the ideological perspective/bias presented in the source?



	What is your position on this source?  To what extent should we embrace the ideological perspective in this source?   You do not need to give your reasons (arguments) here but some people like to state the two or three main points they will be addressing.
THESIS (Your Position):




Paragraph Two:  1st Argument with Evidence

	What is one reason why you have chosen this position?



	Explain how and why this reason supports your position.  Develop a logical persuasive argument.


	What evidence (historical, contemporary or theoretical) will you use to support your argument?  Aim for at least two case studies/examples.



	How does this evidence support your argument and position?  Explain!


	What does this evidence say about your argument and position?  How does it prove your point?  Link it back to your thesis and thus the source.




Paragraph Three:  2nd Argument with Evidence

	What is a second reason why you have chosen this position?



	Explain how and why this reason supports your position.  Develop a logical persuasive argument.



	What evidence (historical, contemporary or theoretical) will you use to support your argument?  Aim for at least two case studies/examples.



	How does this evidence support your argument and position?  Explain!


	What does this evidence say about your argument and position?  How does it prove your point?  Link it back to your thesis and thus the source.




Paragraph Four:  3rd Argument with Evidence

	What is a third reason why you have chosen this position?



	Explain how and why this reason supports your position.  Develop a logical persuasive argument.



	What evidence (historical, contemporary or theoretical) will you use to support your argument?  Aim for at least two case studies/examples.



	How does this evidence support your argument and position?  Explain!


	What does this evidence say about your argument and position?  How does it prove your point?  Link it back to your thesis and thus the source.




Paragraph Five:  Conclusion
	Summarize your main ideas – the two or three arguments you made – then tie them back into your position on the source.  Be sure to reference the source and liberalism.
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There will be a written source here.








To what extent should we embrace the ideological perspective(s) reflected in the source?





Write an essay in which you must:





analyze the source and demonstrate an understanding of the ideological perspective(s) reflected in the source


establish and argue a position in response to the question presented


support your position and arguments by using evidence from your knowledge and understanding of social studies





Potential Case Studies / Examples


(historical, current, theoretical)








