
Diction is very evident.  Observe the careful 
word choice —”lair” evokes the feeling of a 
wild animal’sden.

Notice the rhythm in the poem and how it contributes to
the reader’s sense of the landlady.

Note the dissonant, jarring sound of the 
phrase, “continuous henyard squabble”.

Notice the e�ective use of alliteration. Can you
pick out other examples in the poem?

The poem introduces imagery capturing the
boarding house’s smells. It is illogical to
suggest smells can “bulge”, yet it is evocative.
The image suggests that the landlady, too,
bulges.

E�ective use of simile.

The poet shows the nightmarish proportions of the landlady’s
presence.

Breaking up the word “landlady’s” to create a
speci�c e�ect in the mind of the reader.

Diction and word choice provide a further example
of putting di�erent images together.

One of the terri�c examples of enjambment
in this poem, which creates a speci�c e�ect.



Poetic closure is achived through imagery that
conjures up the repetitious smell of the
boarding house. This con�rms for the reader
the speaker’s negative impression of the
landlady, which is repeatedly a�rmed.

Concluding statement repeats the negative feeling about the landlady.


