
PERSUASIVE WRITING IN CONTEXT

Read the situation described below and use it to complete the assignment that 
follows.

The Situation

The Prosper High School administration is considering a proposal brought forward 
by the Parents’ Advisory Council to adopt a school dress code. Supporters of the 
proposal express concern over student clothing choices that are frequently too 
revealing, inappropriate, or unsafe. Opponents of the proposal believe that a dress 
code would infringe on the rights of both students and their parents.

In deciding whether to accept the proposal, the Prosper High School 
administration has invited concerned individuals to make their views known. You 
are Quinn Whitley, a Grade 12 student at Prosper High School. You have 
considered information and opinions from a variety of sources (on the following 
two pages). After considering the advantages and disadvantages of the proposal, 
you have reached a decision. You now need to write a persuasive speech or letter 
that clearly develops your position.

The Assignment

Write a speech or letter that will persuade the 
Prosper High School administration either to ACCEPT 
or REJECT the proposal to adopt a school dress 
code.

In preparing your speech or letter, BE SURE TO

• study the information on the following pages
• consider your purpose and audience
• present a clear argument that explains the reasons behind your decision
• use an appropriate tone

Remember that you must clearly and directly choose either to accept or to reject 
the proposal.
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