*Garson” by Wayson Choy
Narrator's Cause and Effect Life Path

BECOME A

One of the children | bullied
gets sent to a special home
to isolate him from people
like me.

CHOICE A:

BULLY.

EVENT:
GET BULLIED
BY SOME/
IGNORED BY
OTHERS.

Feel guilty but
change nothing.

Feel guilty, but
change my
behaviour.

| continue carrying the
guilt with me as others
are bullied. My
self-esteem remains low
which causes me to
continue being ignored
by others.

—

| grow up defending others
against bullying and raise
kids who don't bully but who
instead stand up for those
who can't defend
themselves. This gains me
the positive attention |
always wanted.

FROM BULLIES/ GIvE
ATTENTION | WISHED
FOR
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Character's Actuadl
Choices in Green

Character's Hypothetical
Choices in Purple

CHOICE B:
PROTECT OTHERS

OTHERS THE

Maybe the child |
bullied could have continued living
with his family because he would
have had one friend to defend and
protect him. Maybe others would
have been inspired to do the same.

\/\

Life is full of events that change who we are. Sometimes
we can control those events, and sometimes we can't,
but we can always control how we react to the things
that happen to us. | didn't choose to be bullied when |
was a kid, and | didn't choose to be ignored by adults
who preferred cute kids like my friend Garson. That's
just life. However, | did choose to start bullying others as
a way to cope with feeling powerles. | own that.
Because of my actions, a kid was sent away from his
family to live in a care home to protect him from bullies
like me. | also have to own that. If | had chosen to build
my self-esteem by protecting people from bullies, | could
have had a positive impact on that kid's life, on lots of
kids' lives. But that's not what | did.

So now, | have to decide where to go from here. When |
think back to what happened to me, | imagine the symbol
of a magnifying glass. The magnifying glass stands for
how the bullying magnified the bad feelings | had about
myself and my past. | couldn't ignore it anymore. So
now that | understand WHY | did what | did, | need
change the path of my life so | don't keep going down
this bad road. | have decided that now I'm going to start
defending people if they are getting bullied, and to stand
up to the people doing the bullying. Someday when |
have a kid, | am also going to teach him the impact of
bullying and make sure he doesn't make the mistakes |
made.




Lola’s 2.8 Character Life Path

Value

Ideas and Impressions Presentation
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Excellent

VI Your stylistic choices and diction capture
your character’s voice convincingly.

[V] Your ideas and perceptions about the
character are insightful.

VI Your presentation of what you have
learned is insightful.

S,

Proficient

] Your stylistic choices and diction
capture your character’s voice
competently.

[] Your ideas and perceptions about the
character are thoughtful.

[] Your presentation of what you have
learned is thoughtful.
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Satisfactory

[] Your stylistic choices and diction
capture your character’s voice clearly.

[] Your ideas and perceptions about the
character are appropriate.

[] Your presentation what you have learned
is adequate.
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Limited

[] Your stylistic choices and diction do not
capture your character’s voice.

[] Your ideas and perceptions are
incomplete, superficial, or suggest lack of
awareness.

[] Your presentation of what you have
learned is inadequate, incomplete, or
superficial.

2,

Resubmission
Needed

Your attempt to respond is insufficient. Contact your teacher to discuss suggestions for
improvement and resubmission of your work.

TOTAL: 3:/40
= 90%

149/20 17/20

Assessment

Areas of strength: Lola, your flow chart is a really effective visual way

of representing this character's life path! The colour coding is helpful in
conveying which choices the character actually made and which choices
were hypothetical. You did a great job of showing the potential outcomes of
the character’s choices to illustrate the impact of his bullying. Your choice
of the magnifying glass as a symbol was an effective one. It clarifies the
impact bullying has had on the character and explains why the character
wants to change. The explanatory paragraph you included was very helpful
in elaborating on the flow chart and showing the character’s thoughts and
feelings. You captured his voice very well.

Might | suggest: You have a tendency to use a lot of long and complex
sentences. When you mix in some shorter sentences with the long ones,
it really improves the flow of the paragraph for the reader and makes it
enjoyable to read.




