
Lola’s 4.6 Film Review Planning (Optional) 
 

The Director 
Who is the director? Ben Stiller 
What other films has 
he or she directed that 
were noteworthy 
successes or failures? 

Ben Stiller has a lot of experience in the film industry. He has been an actor, 
director, writer, and a producer.  From what I could see, he earned the most 
recognition for the movie Tropic Thunder.  That film earned Academy and 
Golden Globe nominations. 

How do you think the 
director wants the 
audience to react to 
the film?  Was the 
director successful in 
doing so? 

- humour (successful) 
- inspired (successful) 

The Story 
Provide a brief, but 
purposeful plot 
summary.  

Basically, The Secret Life of Walter Mitty is about a man who breaks away from 
his boring life, embarks on a journey to find a photographer and a missing 
negative, and manages to find himself along the way. 

Quote lines and refer 
to specific events that 
support your claim. 

“I expect full consideration of negative 25 for cover. My most grand.  The 
quintessence of life” (Sean). 
“That song is about courage and going into the unknown.  It’s a cool song.” 
(Cheryl).  
“I am alone.” (Walter). 
“Beautiful things don’t ask for attention.” (Sean).  

The Cast 
Identify the actors 
who play important 
roles in the film.  Are 
they believable?  
Effective? 

Ben Stiller (director and actor in this film) 
Sean Penn (two-time Academy Award winner for Best Actor, other films) 
Adam Scott (Parks & Recreation, TV show) 

Key Directorial Decisions 
Discuss the 
effectiveness of 
cinematography, 
soundtrack, and 
lighting choices. 

Extreme long shots to show Walter either disappearing in the city, or 
persevering when travelling abroad.  
“Space Oddity” (David Bowie) lyrics suit Walter’s journey.  
“Don’t Let it Pass” lyrics—don’t compromise what’s important to you.  

Your Final Word 
Your final words on 
the subject.  
Should people see it, 
or should they avoid 
it? 

Definitely recommend it! 
This is a movie that will make you laugh and inspire you to be yourself and live 
the life you always wanted. 

 







4.6 Film Review 
Value Ideas and Evidence Presentation

Excellent

	Your discussion of the plot, the director’s 
decisions in technique, and the cast 
reveals an impressive understanding of 
the film.

	Your arrangement of supporting details is 
skilfully organized and engaging.

	Your choices to persuade and engage 
your audience are precise and effective.

	Your oral delivery demonstrates confident 
control of volume, breathing, emphasis, 
and pacing.

Proficient

	Your discussion of the plot, the director’s 
decisions in technique, and the cast 
reveals a thoughtful understanding of the 
film.

	Your arrangement of supporting details is 
logically organized and fluent.

	Your choices to persuade and engage 
your audience are thoughtful and 
appropriate.

	Your oral delivery demonstrates 
competent control of volume, breathing, 
emphasis, and pacing.

Satisfactory

	Your discussion of the plot, the director’s 
decisions in technique, and the cast 
reveals a basic understanding of the film.

	Your arrangement of supporting details is 
simply organized.

	Your choices to persuade and engage 
your audience are adequate.

	Your oral delivery demonstrates suitable 
control of volume, breathing, emphasis, 
and pacing.

Limited

	Your discussion of the plot, the director’s 
decisions in technique, and the 
cast reveals a vague and/or confused 
understanding of the film.

	Your arrangement of supporting details is 
ineffective.

	Your choices to persuade and engage 
your audience are lacking.

	Your oral delivery demonstrates little 
control of volume, breathing, emphasis, 
and pacing.

Resubmission 
Needed

Your attempt to respond is insufficient.  Contact your teacher to discuss suggestions for 
improvement and resubmission of your work.  

TOTAL: 37/40  
= 93%

27/30 10/10

Assessment

Areas of strength:  Your strong organization allows you to pack a lot of 
information into your review. Your plot summary in paragraph two is 
a great example of how you pull specific and convincing details together 
skilfully. Your explanation of the effect of the director’s cinematic choices is 
impressive! Your introductions to the cast are thoughtful. Your arrangement 
of the supporting details in your body paragraphs flows logically and is easy 
to follow. Good work!
Might I suggest:  Many of your choices are effective; however, I’d suggest 
you consider a different opening to capture the audience’s attention. “Living 
life to the fullest” is a cliché, an overused expression. Looking over your work 
again, how might you introduce your film review with more pizazz? My 
second suggestion focuses on the closure to paragraph two. Try to end your 
paragraphs purposefully.
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