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2-2 Reader’s Notebook: Kim Kilpatrick



Kim Kilpatrick: Aiming for Fairness

Before Reading

	What is the Bronze Medallion Swimming Course?

Swimmers take swimming lessons at increasing levels of difficulty.  At the end of each level, swimmers take a test to determine if their swimming skills enable them to pass the course.

Excellent swimmers may choose to take various courses to be able to practice rescue skills, work at a camp, or finally work as a lifeguard at a swimming pool. The levels to become a lifeguard are as follows:

National Lifeguard (16 years of age plus prerequisites)


Standard First Aid


Bronze Cross (required to become an assistant lifeguard in pools) 


Emergency First Aid


*Bronze Medallion (13 years of age or Bronze Star) Bronze Medallion is recognized as the waterfront supervisor certificate for a recreational camp.  This certificate lasts for one year from the date the test is passed.


Bronze Star


Swim Patrol



	What is Tested in the Bronze Medallion Course?

· Throwing accuracy
· Self-Rescue
· Rescue Drill
· Defences and Releases
· Fitness Challenge
· Endurance Challenge
· CPR
· How to help a victim who is not breathing
· How to rescue those with
· heart attack emergencies
· external bleeding
· shock
· spinal cord management
· Search
· Rescue in open water

http://www.lifesavingnl.ca/uploads/3/4/3/2/34323494/bronze_medallion_fillable.pdf



Scan the selection on pages 10 and 11 of Literacy in Action. Look at all the text features: title, headings, captions, photos, and quotations.
Answer the following questions:
1. Identify two text features that lead you to know this is a biography.  /1 mark
	




2. What do you predict this selection will be about? For example, what do the pictures tell you about this biography? /1 mark
	







During Reading

Pause and Check
1. Crack the Code: What does the term "plead your case" mean? /1 mark
	



Read page 11 of Literacy in Action.
After Reading 
Read the following scenarios to determine how the Bronze Medallion instructor, the Life Saving Association, or the public at a swimming pool might have written this biography differently.
	Scenario One

Kim wants to take the Bronze Medallion course to be a camp counsellor.  She does not want to become a life guard or supervise a water front activity.  She knows that the test does not ask if she can see.  She meets the requirements of the course.  Why can’t she take the exam?




2. What is the fairness issue? Explain. /2 marks
	





3. Connect: Do the achievements for Kim listed in the brief bio remind you of other people you may know or have read about who have overcome obstacles? /1 mark
	








	Scenario Two

Bronze Medallion and Bronze Cross courses are used as standards to hire waterfront supervisors.  The lifesaving association has a responsibility to make it understood that the requirement of the course must match the job description of a lifeguard.  If people’s lives are depending on a lifeguard’s eyesight, is it fair for the people running the course to not include sight as one of the course requirements on the test?  Could they include diving for an object at the bottom of a pool for example?




4. If the Life Saving Association had written this biography, how might it have been different? What is the fairness issue? Explain.  /2 marks
	





	Scenario Three

The people who are hiring (camps and swimming pools) need to be fair to their users to ensure their lifeguards can do the job.  They need to ensure that safety is first.  While Kim does not seem to want to become a lifeguard, would could swimming pool managers say to someone else who is blind but might want to become a lifeguard?




5. If the swimming pool managers or public had written this biography, how might it have been different? What is the fairness issue? Explain.   /2 marks
	





6. Connect: Check which of the following current laws and procedures apply to the swimming pool owners and determine who they hire.  /1 mark

______A. A pool is responsible for the safety and education of all its users.
______B.  An individual shall not bring an animal onto a public swimming pool premises other than a guide dog or a dog used to assist an individual with disabilities.
_____C. An owner needs to consider safety first.  A hole in the ground needs to be covered so that people do not fall into it; a roofing project needs a railing so that people do not fall off the roof.  If someone is hurt, the owner must pay financial compensation.
____D. Every owner of a public pool must set minimum vision and hearing standards for lifeguards.
____E.  Both employers and lifeguards must ensure they are able to meet the pool supervision standards at all times that they are lifeguarding.  Any time a lifeguard is unable to meet the standard due to illness, injury etc. they must inform their employer.  A lifeguard who is unable to meet the minimum standard to lifeguard, should not work in a supervision role.
____F.   All individuals have the same rights and deserve the same level of respect.

7. A blind lifeguard would need additional supports to do search and rescue or find hidden hazards such as an electrical wire going into the pool.  What technology could you invent that would help blind person become a lifeguard?   /5 marks
	





Think about the Author's Purpose. Evaluate
8. Did the author present the issue fairly?  For example, did the author write about multiple sides of the issue or explain the issue well? Or, did the author mislead readers? Explain using evidence from the text.  /4 marks
	






Total:  /20 marks 
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