
3.3 Investigating the Outsider 

I.  Brainstorming 

After reading and viewing the texts provided, use this space to record your thoughts on 

your chosen outsider(s).  You can create a mind map, an outline, or use a format of 

your choice. 

 

 
 

 

II.  Research 

 



The outsider (or group of outsiders) I am exploring is/are … 

 

- Performers who are “different”  

 

He or she is considered an outsider because ... 

 

- I think some assumptions exist about musicians who are really out there with their 

style.  Like they are weird, or looking for shock value.  I think there must be more 

to it than that for some and I’m interested in looking into further.   

 

This topic is significant to me because . . .  

- I listen to music that people sometimes give me a hard time for because of the 

musicians themselves being “shocking” or offensive, and I want to learn more 

about why these musicians make these choices.  I’m always told I “shouldn’t be 

listening” to the music I listen to, but I don’t understand the “why” behind people 

saying that.  It makes me kind of mad.  A lot of people think they’re trying to 

“corrupt” the kids of today or something or are evil, but I’m not sure if that’s right. 

 

 

  

  

Depth Questions for Investigating your Chosen Outsider 

Choose four of the following questions to help you investigate your topic. 

 

 a. In which environment is your subject located (in society, in the world)? 

● What makes your subject an outsider in his or her environment (school, 

work, personal life)? 

 

 b. What are five key identifying qualities of your outsider? (Remember to strive for 

accuracy and avoid listing an assumption as a trait.) 

 

c. Who is a famous example of this kind of outsider? What sets him or her apart? 

 

d. How was your outsider regarded in the past compared to how he or she is regarded 

now? 

 

e. What kinds of literature, music, politics, fashion, or art are associated with this idea of 

an outsider?  Provide details. 

 

f. How does age, gender, sex, sexuality, or cultural identity affect this kind of outsider? 

 

g. Is this idea of outsider a self-imposed status or a status imposed by others? 
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● If it is self-imposed, what might an individual choose to live on the margins? 

● If it is imposed by other, what effects does this outsider experience as a result? 

 

h. What are common stereotypes (if any) made about this outsider? (Investigate a few, 

and provide information about how these stereotypes are inaccurate or unfair.) 

  

Your Four Depth Question Charts 

●  Write down the four depth questions you have chosen to explore in the chart below. 

 

●   In “What I Know Now”, answer your questions based on the knowledge you currently 

have.  The only source you need to refer to here is your head!   

 

● In the “My Research”  column, write down your notes from your research.  Try to find at 

least three points that answer your depth question.  You may paraphrase (i.e. rewrite 

what you find in your own words) or use direct quotations (but be sure to use quotation 

marks). 

 

● Write down your sources in the final column.  Provide the URL if you used a website and 

use the proper formatting for other sources. 

 

 

Depth Question #1: 

 

In which environment is your subject located (in society, in the world)? 

● What makes your subject an outsider in his or her environment 

(school, work, personal life)? 

 

What I Know Now:  

 
- Lots of musicians are considered outsiders in society or even within the music 

industry (Marilyn Manson, Lady Gaga, Eminem, and lots of others). 
- These musicians are different from other artists and from mainstream culture 
- They get a bad rap 

 

My Research Notes: 

 
- Their behaviour behaviour, lifestyle, presence, fashion choices, social issues 

they bring up, opinions, language (swearing or suggestive content) make them 
different sometimes. 

- Some people don’t like their ideas or their performances or sometimes how they 
treat other people or lifestyle choices in their lyrics (disrespectful). 



- A lot of times, they rip on mainstream society. 
 

Source(s): 

- Post, Austin.  “The Five Most Controversial Artists of all Time.” Yahoo 
Contributor Network.  March 13, 2016. <http://voices.yahoo.com/the-five-most-
controversial-musicians-6058688.html?cat=33> 

- Wikipedia. “Marilyn Manson.” March 13, 2016. 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marilyn_Manson> 

- Wikipedia. “Lady Gaga.” March 13, 2016. 
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Gaga> 

- Billboard. “Eminem.” 2012 Rovi Corporation.  March 13, 2016.  
http://www.billboard.com/artist/eminem/315925#/artist/eminem/bio/315925 

- Wikipedia. “Eminem.” March 13, 2016.  <http://en.wikipedia.org.wiki/Eminem> 
 
 

 

Depth Question #2: 

 

Who is a famous example of this kind of outsider? What sets him or her apart? 

What I Know Now:  

- Singers like Eminem or Marilyn Manson - banned from performing in certain 
places and been banned from publication or the radio for some ltcs they wrote 
or behaviour on stage or bad language. 

- They get a bad rep from the media and some religious organizations and from 
parents of kids (receive threats, harassment, had violent acts perpetrated 
against them) 

- Personal issues get blown out of proportion to make them look bad by the 
media - affects fanbase, success and role in music industry 

- Hold opinions that the majority of people don’t share or like 
 

My Research Notes: 

- Marilyn Manson is a “shock rocker” 
- Uses his music to show people the bad parts of mainstream culture or society’s 

behaviour (e.g. society keeping mental illness a secret) 
- People don’t like being told their beliefs or behaviours are bad to live by, and 

don’t like that kids can listen to his music 
- Eminem was once seen as an outsider because Caucasian males are not usually 

rapper in the music industry 
- Lady Gaga - also a LGBT (Lesbians/Gays/Bissexual/Transsexual) advoate; not 

everyone likes or agrees with this point of view in our world and it gives her 
negative attention sometimes 

- Sticking up for the “underdog” or a minoirity seems like it can set people apart 
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Source(s): 

 

 
 
 

 

  

Depth Question #3: 

How was your outsider regarded in the past compared to how he or she is regarded 

now? 

 

What I Know Now:  

- Some were people like Elvis Preseley, Jim Morrison, John Lennon, Jimi Hendrix, 
Steppenwolf, or other protesting the Vietnam War. 

- Saying the Vietnam Was was bad was not good when the war started, and it 
wasn’t good to say anything bad about soldiers going there. 

 

My Research Notes: 

- Musicians singing out it made people realize it was a bad idea to support the soldiers 
being there, which made the government (of the US) look really bad. 

- In 1953, an organization sent this message about Elvis to the FBI saying, “Presley is a 
definite danger to the security of the United States … [His] actions and motions were 
such as to rouse the sexual passions of teenaged youth … After the show, more than 
1. 000 teenagers tried to gang into Presley's room at the auditorium.” 

- Back then an outsider in music was way more tame then now. 
- Elvis got in trouble for attention fans gave him, and for the way he acted onstage.  

People hadn’t seen that kind of mob behaviour in fans before him, so it freaked them 
out. 

- Making the mainstream nervous - linked to whether a musician will be an ‘outsider’ or 
not? 

- Elvis’ dancing caused all the commotion.  He didn’t swear, say bad things about 

Commented [10]: Teacher comment: Because you are 
making a comparison, use "than: not "then" (such as 
"May fish is bigger than your fish").  "Then" is better 
used to indicate a passage of time  (such as "When we 
finish dinner then we will eat dessert"). 

Commented [11]: Teacher comment: Very interesting, 
Toby! 



common beliefs or society and was not political.  Eminem makes Elvis look like a total 
angel! 

Source(s): 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Depth Question #4: 

 

What are common stereotypes (if any) made about this outsider?  

 

What I Know Now:  

 
- People think that the “stage” version of a musician and his real personality are the 

same thing but I don’t think that is true 
- The way the musicians dress and present themselves really affects how they are 

perceived (Marilyn Manson is Goth so people assume he is bad; Eminem is a rapper 
so he must be violent) 

 

My Research Notes: 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Source(s): 
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 III. Putting it All Together 

 

 

 



 
  



 




