Welcome to the RVS Online Social 20-1 course!
My name is Adam McRae and I am your Social Studies 20-1 teacher.  I look forward to working with you this semester as you do your course online. 

It is important to note that online learning this fall will look much different than the emergency at home learning that took place in the spring.  As you transition to online learning starting Tuesday September 8, 2021 your online courses will be comprehensive.  “Students will be expected to put in similar hours of schoolwork as their peers who are attending school face-to-face” (2020/21 RVS Online Learning FAQ, August 14, 2020)  and all curriculum objectives will be assessed.
 
Now more about this course….Social Studies 20-1 course consists of four units and a final exam.  Each unit has lessons and corresponding pages in the textbook to read through, assignments and activities to complete and submit, and online quizzes and tests to complete.  Due dates for each unit are listed on the course outline and specific assignment due dates are listed on the course calendar in Moodle and can also be found in PowerSchool.  

Social 20-1 is a course that was developed with history in mind but during this crazy year of 2020, is more relevant than ever before. Nationalism can be used as a uniting force to bring people together or as a divisive force to tear them apart. Politicians use nationalism to rise to power but, if it goes to far, it can have horrific consequences. At what point does nationalism become dangerous? Should countries work together or on their own to solve issues, like a global pandemic perhaps? Finally, we’ll return to Canada to examine what makes us unique and what unique challenges come along with our identity.

It is important that you adhere to the due dates in order to successfully complete the course.  Another important note is that I have scheduled students to complete the course by January 15, 2021.  
Unit tests have been scheduled after you complete TWO units of study, please stay tuned as to what this process will look like as we are still fine-tuning procedures.  Please complete the end of unit test before moving on to the next one.
Here are some “helpful hints” to make the rest of the school year go smoother:
•   This course is a Moodle course, RVS Online School has its own Moodle website, please access the Moodle login at this link New Moodle Log in

• A How to Access Moodle Guide is attached to this email with step by step instructions on getting started on your courses.  It also includes some trouble shooting for common questions.   
Please check your rvschools account regularly for any important dates or reminders
•   Once an assignment has been graded, you may make corrections one time only.  You may do this only if the assignment has been handed in before the unit deadline and you receive a grade below proficiency (80%). I have attached the course outline to this email so you can review the expectations and due dates.  
•   If you would like to go over your work, please email me and make an appointment. 
•   All assignments and quizzes are to be submitted electronically. 
•   Please check PowerSchool (not Moodle) for your most recent and accurate grades as well as assignment due dates.

Please contact me (Mr. McRae) if you have any questions or concerns about the course.  You can email me anytime at amcrae@rvschools.ab.ca.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]I will make every effort to respond to your question as quickly as I can.
Have a great semester!
