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What is a Nation?
Country and Nation
Some people believe that country and nation mean the same thing. There are words we use that suggest this is true. For example:
· Nation-state means “country.”
· International means “between countries.”
· Nationalism among other things can mean, “striving for a country.”
· Only countries can be members of the United Nations
The word “nation” was originally a Latin word that meant, “people” or “race.”
 Many people believe that the word nation refers to a group of people and is different from the idea of country. 
Nation as a Concept
 Many academics have tried to define what a nation is. Which views do you agree with?
· The nation is the people.
· Nation emerges from a feeling of belonging.
· The nation is an imagined political community.
· The nation exists when people want self-government.
· The nation expresses the soul of the people.
 
Nation as a Collective
[bookmark: _GoBack] Another definition is that a nation is a collective  — or group — identity. When we use words like “we”, “us,” and “our” it shows that we are thinking collectively.
Nation as a Patriotic Concept
 Patriotism means love of your country.
 Some people believe that you show patriotism by supporting whatever your country does while others believe patriotism can be expressed by speaking out against problems in your country. Some people love their country so much they would be willing to die for it. Would you?
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