Tips For Writing Great Source Papers
1. Do the planning, and answer every question on the planning sheet
2. Write your paper, being sure to use the planning as your guide so that you remember to analyze, and give examples
3. Write an intro, then analyze EACH source individually, telling the marker what the source is saying about the issue given in the topic.  You do not need to give your own views yet.
4. For each analysis, provide a strong example in the form of historical or current events.

5. Then, identify the relationships between each source, and tell me which source(s) you most agree with and why.

Below is an exemplar that received an Excellent on a recent diploma exam.  Look it over for some hints for future papers.

EXEMPLAR
Write a response in which you must interpret each of the three sources below:

SOURCE ONE

[image: image1.emf]
“Day of Protest for First Nations Education”—Edmonton, September 24, 2008

SOURCE TWO
VOTER TURN-OUT IN CANADIAN FEDERAL ELECTIONS

	YEAR
	% OF ELIGIBLE VOTERS

	1972
	76%

	1974
	70%

	1979
	76%

	1980
	68%

	1984
	75%

	1988
	75%

	1993
	69%

	1997
	67%

	2000
	64%

	2004
	61%

	2006
	65%

	2008
	59%


SOURCE THREE
[image: image2.emf]
	What do each of the three sources presented communicate about the role of individuals in society?
AND
Considering the sources presented, what do you think should be the role of individuals in society?

	Write a response in which you must
• -interpret each source to identify what the source tells you about the role of individuals in society

•- explain and defend your position on what the role of individuals in society should be

• -support your interpretations and position by referring to the sources and to your understanding of social studies

	Scroll down for exemplar and rationale for mark:
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EXAMPLE RESPONSE—Excellent – A
	SCORING CRITERIA
	RATIONALE
	SCORE

	Interpretation of Sources (E)
• Interpretations are insightful, comprehensive, and address all sources.

• Evidence is specific and accurate, and errors, if present, do not detract from the response.

• The student demonstrates a thorough and perceptive understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.
	Interpretations are insightful and comprehensive, for example, “In Source I the picture shows Aboriginal students from Edmonton protesting for better education. The government tries to say everyone is equal but if that were true then these Aboriginals would not feel like they needed to practice their free speech in order to achieve their goal.”

Evidence is specific and accurate as seen in the interpretation of Source II when the student writes “since 1972 where over 75% of eligible voters turned out it has gradually gone down to under 60% in 2008. Voting is an important role for individuals. It gives them the chance to have a say in government and explore their options as a Canadian citizen.”

The student’s thorough and perceptive understanding is demonstrated in the third paragraph.
	E

	Defence of Position (E)
• The defence of position is based on one or more convincing, logical arguments. 

• Evidence is specific and accurate, and errors, if present, do not detract from the response.
	An example of one of the student’s convincing and logical arguments is “In today’s society speaking your mind is important because everyone’s voice deserves to be heard in order to pursue an equal, civilized environment for everyone to live in.”

Examples of specific and accurate evidence include “Living in such a prosperous country gives you many opportunities to be a good citizen and help one another out. People shouldn’t wait around for someone else to be the change; they should take advantage of the rights given to them and make a difference” and “Not voting and wasting natural resources is a waste to having so many rights and freedoms and shows how many people don’t play their role as contributing individuals to society.”
	E

	• The student demonstrates a thorough and perceptive understanding of applicable social studies knowledge and the assigned task.
	A thorough and perceptive understanding is demonstrated by “In the three sources it shows people either taking advantage or ignoring their roles as individuals. I agree most with the first one because it shows individuals using their freedom to better our society and induce equality among everyone. The other two go against what I believe because it shows how large percentages of people aren’t helping out society by practicing their rights.”
	E

	Communication of Ideas (E)
• The writing is fluent and purposefully organized. 

• Effective stylistic choices may contribute to the creation of an engaging voice.

• Vocabulary is precise.

• The writing demonstrates confident control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics.

• Errors, if present, are inconsequential.
	The writing is fluent and purposefully organized into five paragraphs focusing on the defence of the position stated in the opening sentence of the response.

Vocabulary is precise, for example, “common good,” “civilized environment,” “opportunities to make a difference,” and “prosperous country.”

Confident control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics is demonstrated in “Source III is a cartoon about how Americans insist on drinking bottled water even though they have the safest tap water in the world and how the bottles destroy the environment. This shows how individuals are not playing their role in saving the environment and planning for the future.”
	E


