FIRST TOTAL WAR! 
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Total war is a conflict of unlimited scope in which a nation or group mobilizes all availabl resources in order to destroy their rival's ability to defend themselves. In total war there are no non-combatants; every person from a particular country, civilians and soldiers alike, are considered to be acceptable targets.
World War I has been referred to, by many historians, as the world's first total war. The following statistics help to support this claim:
ESTIMATED COSTS OF WWI (in U.S. dollars) 
TOTAL FOR THE ALLIED NATIONS $125 690 500 000 
TOTAL FOR THE CENTRAL POWERS $ 60 644 000 000 
GRAND TOTAL: about $186 300 500 000 
*this total equals to costs approximately $125 000 000 for each day of the war and only includes the direct costs of conducting the war!! 


Germany was required by the Treaty of Versailles to pay reparations due to its "moral guilt" in initiating the First World war. The commission established by the terms of the treaty set the total payment of reparations at $33,000,000,000.00 (US)! The commission also determined that this amount of money was to be divided among the victorious Allied Nations as follows: 
  
	France
	52%

	the British Empire
	22%

	Italy
	10%

	Belgium
	8%

	Other Nations
	8%


Total Armed Force Mobilized 
	Russia: 
	12 000 000 
	Germany
	13 400 000

	France
	8 410 000
	United States
	4 350 000

	Great Britain and Empire
	8 900 000
	All Others
	20 000 000


Grand Total: about 65 000 000 
War Deaths and Casualties of War 
	Russia
	1 700 000
	Germany
	1 730 000

	France
	1 375 000
	United States
	126 000

	Great Britain and Empire
	900 000
	All Others
	3 750 000


Grand Total: about 8 500 000 war deaths 
· Further on both sides about 21 200 000 soldiers were wounded.
· Another 7 751 000 were counted as missing or prisoners of war.
· Combining the above three figures they create a rough total of almost 38 000 000 soldier casualties (roughly 58% of those who participated) creating a casualty rate of about 25 000 per day of the war from August 1914 to November 1918.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Not only was the financial cost of the World War I high for the time, but the human cost was almost overwhelming as well.
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