Chapter 7: Ultranationalism and Crimes Against Humanity
 
Introduction
 
  Defined at its simplest form, ultranationalism means “fanatical patriotism”.
  Patriotism may result in naivety and blind faith.
  Nationalism can lead to ultranationalism whish can lead to racism.
  Crimes against humanity are widespread or systematic attacks against a civilian population, including murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation, etc.
 
Past Examples: Hitler and Genocide
 
  Hitler believed in the superiority of an Aryan race.
o   This race is an abstraction of the Germanic peoples.
  Genocide is the killing of members of a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group.
  The Holocaust is a word used to describe the genocide of about six million Jews by the Nazis during World War II.
 
Past Examples: Hiroshima
 
  Harry S. Truman made the final decision to drop the bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
 
Past Examples: Sniper Alley
 
  Slobodan Milosevic believed that Serbs formed an ethnic nation and that everyone else should be expelled from Serbian territory. He called it ethnic cleansing.
  Ethnic cleansing is a term used to make more socially acceptable the murder or expulsion of an ethnic nation from a territory.
  “Sniper Alley” is a Sarajevo alley in which people could not even cross the street without getting shot at.
 
Past Examples: Armenians
 
  The Young Turks were an Ultranationalist political party that controlled the Ottoman- Turkish government.
  The Young Turks issued orders calling for the massacre of Armenians.
  These orders were often referred to as the “Ten Commandments”.
 
 
  The “Ten Commandments” included:
o   Apply measures to exterminate all males under 50, priests, and teachers; leave girls and children to be Islamized.
o   Carry away the families of all who succeed in escaping and apply measures to cut them off from all connection with their native place.
o   Kill off in an appropriate manner all Armenians in the army – this to be left to the military to do.
  Fewer than 100 000 of the country’s 2 million Armenians survived the slaughter.
  In 2004, Parliament officially labeled the massacre, genocide.
 
Past Examples: Ukrainians/ Stalin
 
  Joseph Stalin took over the Soviet Union in the late 1920s.
  He decreed that the Ukrainian’s farmland belonged to the state.
  Kulaks are farmers who owned land and livestock in the Ukraine under Stalin’s reign.
  Many kulaks resisted.
  Stalin shipped all the Ukrainian’s wheat to Russia, and then sealed Ukraine’s borders.
  Nobody could leave to buy food, and nobody could enter to sell food.
  3-7 million Ukrainians died because of this.
  This “famine” was then labeled the Holodomor.
 
Present Examples: Discrimination and Ignorance
 
  Xenophobia means “fear of the unknown”
 
Movie Examples
 
  Examples of Ultranationalism in movies include the following movies
o   The Matrix
o   X-Men
o   300
 
Conclusion
 
  Ultranationalism is the single most important cause of World War I and World War II.
  Ultranationalism can lead to:
o   Ethnocentrism
o   Discrimination
o   Genocide
o   War Crimes
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