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Inuit population: Young and growing
[bookmark: _GoBack]Of the 1,172,790 people who identified themselves as an Aboriginal person in the 2006 Census, about 4%, or 50,485, reported that they were Inuit.
This was a 26% increase from 40,220 in 1996. In contrast, between 1996 and 2006, the non-Aboriginal population grew at a much slower pace, increasing about 8%.
Census data show that the Inuit population in Canada is much younger than the non-Aboriginal population and other Aboriginal groups.
In 2006, the median age of the Inuit population was 22 years, compared with 40 years for non-Aboriginal people. Inuit were also younger than First Nations people, whose median age was 25 years, and Métis, whose median age was 30. (The median age is the point where exactly one-half of the population is older, and the other half is younger).
Large percentages of Inuit are in the youngest age groups. In 2006, 12% of the Inuit population was aged 4 and under, more than twice the proportion of 5% among non-Aboriginal people. Similarly, 11% of Inuit were aged 5 to 9, compared with only 6% of non-Aboriginal people. While over one-half (56%) of all Inuit were aged 24 and under, about one in three non-Aboriginal people (31%) were in this age group.
The potential implications of a young, growing Inuit population are numerous. These include a possible increased demand for housing stock and for schooling at all levels, including preschool. There may also be a greater demand for skills training as young Inuit adults make the transition from school to work in the wage and traditional Inuit economies.
A growing percentage of the Inuit population is made up of seniors aged 65 and over. However, it remains small compared with the non-Aboriginal population; only 4% of the Inuit population consisted of seniors, compared with 13% of the non-Aboriginal population. This is partly due to the higher fertility rate for Inuit women, resulting in a larger cohort of younger people.
However, lower life expectancy also has an impact. In 2001, the estimated life expectancy for Inuit was 63 years for men and 72 years for women.  For the total Canadian population, life expectancy for men was 77 years and 82 years for women.

image1.jpeg





Tnuit

Inuit population: Young and growi

e Sl e s o A i




