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Read the notes below and answer the questions that follow.
In your responses, be sure to provide enough detail to fully demonstrate your understanding of each question.
1. Indochina: when Japan invaded the region during WWII, many people in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia became committed to the idea of independence from France. A war ensued between the French and Vietnam and ended in 1954 with the defeat of the French. Later, another war erupted between communist North Vietnam and democratic South Vietnam who had the help of the U.S. The war then expanded into Cambodia. Eventually Cambodia became a constitutional monarchy and Vietnam became fully communist when the U.S. forces pulled out.
2. Tibet: while China claims that Tibet has always been a part of China, Tibet has a history of at least 1300 years of independence from China. This country, presently a province of China, was once a separate nation with its own culture, language, traditions and religion. Tibetans have, for many years, protested against the control of their country by the communist Chinese, who outlawed the Buddhist religion and killed many monks. An international lawyer says, "Tibet to this day has not lost its statehood. It is an independent state under illegal occupation. Neither China's military invasion nor the continuing occupation has transferred the sovereignty of Tibet to China. How can China - one of the most ardent opponents of imperialism and colonialism - excuse its continued presence in Tibet, against the wishes of Tibetan people?" In 1991, the US Congress under a Foreign Authorization Act passed the resolution wherein they recognized "Tibet, is AN OCCUPIED COUNTRY under the established principal of international law". The resolution further stated that Tibet's true representative are the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan Government in exile as recognized by the Tibetan people. Most recently, there have been a flood of Chinese immigrants to Tibet and the Tibetans feel this violates international law. The Tibetan people held a mass uprising against the State in spring 2008. The Tibetans, in one voice in all the Tibetan areas in present day China, showed their discontentment and rejection of the Chinese rule which has been marked by gross violations of human rights.
3. India: India was controlled for many years by Britain. During the first half of the 1900's, Indian nationalist movements gained strength, and the people began to demand independence. A famous man, Gandhi, led a non-violent movement for India's independence by staging hunger strikes while in jail. The Hindus and Muslims first worked together towards independence, but later the country of Pakistan was created for the Muslims, and India became mostly Hindu. This was not accomplished, however, without a lot of violence and bloodshed. The animosity between Pakistan and India has its roots in religion and history, and is epitomized by the long-running conflict over the state of Jammu and Kashmir. This has recently escalated into a dangerous nuclear arms race. In 2008 the Mumbai attacks by Pakistanis were more than ten coordinated shooting and bombing attacks across Mumbai, India's financial capital and its largest city. The attacks, which drew widespread condemnation across the world, killed at least 173 people and wounded at least 308, creating renewed bitterness and mistrust between the two countries. 
4. Kashmir: Before Britain took over this country, the Kashmiri people lived in a separate territory of India. Eventually Kashmir was given the option of joining either India or Pakistan, rather than gaining its own territory back. The Maharaja, Hari Singh, wanted to stay independent but eventually decided to accede to India, signing over key powers to the Indian Government - in return for military aid and a promised referendum. The referendum has never been held, though, and Pakistan and India continue to fight for control of the area. Tensions have been easing over the last while following concerted international pressure on both India and Pakistan to pull back from the brink of war. There has been a growing and often violent separatist movement fighting against Indian rule in Kashmir since 1989.
5. Canadian First Nations: Many First Nations people believe that changing the balance of political and economic power between themselves and the Canadian government is necessary for self-determination. They have proposed new laws and institutions to bring about these changes. The Canadian government did pass a law in 2005 to help move towards this goal. In 2005, the leaders of the First Nations, various provincial governments, and the federal government produced an agreement called the Kelowna Accord, which would have yielded $5 billion over 10 years, but the new federal government of Stephen Harper (2006) did not fully follow through on the working paper. At present, many First Nations, along with the Métis and the Inuit, claim to receive inadequate funding for education, and allege their rights have been overlooked in many instances. First Nations negotiate with the Canadian Government through Indian and Northern Affairs Canada in all affairs concerning land, entitlement, and rights. However, not all first nation groups belong to these groups. Some groups operate independently. First Nations peoples face a number of problems to greater degrees than Canadians overall. They have higher unemployment, rates of crime and incarceration, substance abuse, health problems, lower levels of education and poverty. Suicide rates are more than twice the sex-specific rate and three times the age-specific rates of non-Aboriginal Canadians. Life expectancy at birth is significantly lower for First Nations babies than for babies in the Canadian population as a whole. As of 2001, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada estimates First Nations life expectancy to be 8.1 years shorter for males and 5.5 years shorter for females.
6. Inuit: Nunavut was created in 1999 as an agreement between the Canadian government and the Inuit. This was mainly done to give the Inuit a voice in how their land and its resources are used and managed. Schools teach Inuit culture, traditions and languages while helping young people develop skills. The Inuit people of Labrador won the right to self-government in 2004 after settling a land claim agreement with the Newfoundland and Labrador government. The Labrador land claim was the final one to cover Inuit in Canada and was the culmination of more than 15 years of negotiations.

QUESTIONS:
1. Both India and Indochina were dominated by foreign countries before they gained independence. Which country dominated each one, and were they ever able to gain full independence?

2. What did the Canadian government do to move towards increased independence for First Nations groups? How successful has this been? 

3. Kashmir was given a choice to belong to two countries, but it chose one, even though it wanted its independence. Which country did it choose, and which country has been fighting to regain control of Kashmir? 

4. What current activity in Tibet do Tibetans feel breaks international law? Why do you feel the Chinese are promoting this situation? 

5. Which group has been most successful in achieving independence? What was done that shows this success? 
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