Chapter 2: Social 30-2

Exploring Individualism

1. What is individualism? (come on guys, you should know this by now)
Individualism and Liberalism (p. 45-47)
2. Read page 45 during which period did the idea of individualism begin to develop?

3.  What political ideology did individualism give rise to?

4. Complete the chart below based on page 47:

	Political aspects of individualism


	

	Economic aspects of individualism


	

	Social aspects of individualism


	


Political Expressions of Individualism (p. 48-53) 

5. What two events are often linked to the development of the “political roots of liberalism”?
6. What motto is associated with each of the above events that express their desire for liberalism?

	
	

	
	


7. Explain what is meant by the idea of the ”rule of law”? How does the Magna Carta reflect the idea of rule of law?

8. What is a social contract? And why do people enter into social contracts?
9. Give a minimum of 3 examples of individual rights and freedoms granted by liberal democracies.

10. Should freedoms be absolute? Explain your answer. (Read pages 51-53)

Economic Expressions of Liberalism (p. 54- 58)
11. What economic system did the ideas of economic liberalists, like Adam Smith, attack?

12. Who is often considered to be the father of economic liberalism? What was his economic idea based upon?

13. Can you think of a reason that the government should have a role in economy?

14. Read the “voices box” on page 56 and answer questions 1-3.

	1.


	Catherine England values …
Howard Richards values …



	2.


	What does each of them say about competition and self interest?
Is there a grey area?



	3.


	What do you believe about competition and individualism?  Explain.



15. What do most First Nations, Inuit and Metis feel about land ownership?

16. What are the three types of private property?

17. Explain why private property is a cornerstone of economic liberalism? (you have to think on this one!)
18. Read the voices box on page 57 and answer questions 1 and 2.

	1


	

	2


	


Social expressions of liberalism (p. 59-63)
19. Explain why modern liberals believe that governments need to intervene in society.

20. How would a person who supports modern liberalism respond to the following current events?

	Event
	Response

	The government of Canada decides to legalize gay marriage.


	

	The government of Canada decides to decriminalize possession of marijuana.
	

	The province of Alberta decides to close public schools.
	

	The province of Alberta decides to increase taxes on oil companies.
	

	The government of Canada decides to reintroduce capital punishment.
	


